
OCTOBER 16, 2022 
 NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The Riverside Church
in the City of New York



Welcome to the RiveRside chuRch
Interdenominational  ·  Interracial  ·  International  ·  Open  ·  Affirming  ·  Welcoming

   Worship is at the center of the life of The Riverside Church.     
As you prepare your heart and mind for worship, consider this quote:

 “The efficacy of prayer is often measured by the degree to which the individual is willing to   
  become involved in actually working in the world to meet those needs.”    

     -Howard Washington Thurman

Whats happening at Riverside?
 Learn about the events and activities of 
the Life of Our Community by opening 

your camera and scanning the code below.

Give by your phone
Make an offering using your smartphone 
by opening your camera and scanning the 

code below. 
Or text TRCNYCGIVE to 833.833.4035.

               THE LITURGICAL YEAR       
The Riverside Church follows the liturgical calendar to mark the seasons of our life together. We 
are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known as Ordinary Time. It is signified by the 
green paraments and clergy stoles that represent new life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed 
from Pentecost until the beginning of Advent.

                                          A question to reflect on:     
                 If the church could say one thing to young people everywhere,    
    what do you think it should be? 



GATHERING
We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God

CARILLON       
All things Bright and Beautiful Traditional English Melody,        arr. Sally Slade Warner 
Chorale Partita V (All My Hope on God is Founded)                                        arr. John Knox 
Slane (Be Thou My Vision)          arr. Sally Slade Warner 
                                                          
                                            Carla Staffaroni, assistant carillonneur    

ORGAN     
Improvisation on ‘Ar hyd y nos’                      Gerre Hancock 
Adoration                                                                                                     Florence B. Price  
Air on the G String (BWV 1048)                                                            Johann Sebastian Bach 
                                              Christopher Creaghan, organist

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY                      Rev. Adriene Thorne

CALL TO WORSHIP1       

God, we come into this space earnestly seeking you,      
That you might call us forth to do the work of justice      
To build a world where all God’s children can dwell together safely,    
Without markers of status or wealth or poverty.       
We call on you to remind us that as we seek you,       
We must seek justice, equality, and peace,       
For you are a God who desires order and commands love.     
Come let us praise God with our lips and honor God with our hands and feet!

INVOCATION 

P

All who are able, please stand



OPENING HYMN 267       
All Things Bright and Beautiful                              Royal Oak

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                           Rev. Bruce Lamb 
 In a moment of silence, offer your own prayers of confession.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

ANTHEMS               
Amazing Day                                                               Rebecca Thompson 
Thank you God for this amazing day.  Thank you God for work and play. For friends and family 
and animals too.  On this amazing day! Look around us here, see God’s holy spirit everywhere. 
There’s happiness, gentleness, love, peace, joy, overflowing for all to see.     
             
         The Rising Voices Choir

Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land                 Spiritual, arr. Thomas Keesecker 
Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.  No one can do like Jesus, not a 
mumbling word he said; he went walking down to Lazarus’ grave, and he raised him from the 
dead.  Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.  When Jesus was on earth, 
the flesh was very weak; he took a towel and girded himself and he washed his disciples’ feet.  
Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm. O’er yonder comes my Savior, 
him whom I love so well; he has the palm of victory and the keys to death and hell. Oh, Jesus is 
a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.

        The Riverside Youth Choir     
                    Matthew Hommez, director     
        Yuliya Basis, accompanist     
                    
               

              LISTENING      
                     We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching

           
 

All who are able, please stand



MESSAGES FOR ALL AGES                 Rev. Thorne

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Emi Hare-Yim 
Genesis 32:22-31            
(pg. 30 in the Old Testament)         
             
    One:  The Word of God for the People of God.       
     All:   Thanks be to God.           
          

HYMN 339           
Be Thou My Vision                                                                                                       Slane

GOSPEL LESSON                                              Elias Huang 
Luke 18:1-8                   
(pg. 81 in the New Testament)         
            
     One:  This is the Gospel of Christ.                                                                                                   
      All:   Thanks be to God.   

           
SERMON                                    Prayer Partners                         Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson 
  

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

                     RESPONDING 
                               We respond to the hearing of God’s word through prayer,  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                        Rev. Thorne 
In a moment of silence, offer your own prayers of confession.       
One: The Lord be with you.           
All: And with your spirit.         
One: Lift up your hearts.         
All:      We lift them up unto the Lord.

All who are able, please stand



THE LORD’S PRAYER         
Pray in the language or version of your heart.       
Our Father in heaven,         
Hallowed be Your name.         
Your kingdom come,          
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.      
Give us this day our daily bread.        
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.      
Save us from the time of trial, deliver us from evil.      
For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL AMEN

PASSING OF THE PEACE                              Rev. Thorne 
One: The peace of the Lord be with you.       
All: And also with you.

INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE           Mark Yim 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                           
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                     arr. Mack Wilberg 
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never 
ceasing call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming 
tongues above; praise the mount I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. Here I raise 
my Ebenezer, hither by thy throne I’m come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive 
at home. Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here’s my heart, O 
take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from 
the fold of God; He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. O to grace how 
great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering 
heart to thee.          

All who are able, please stand



   1 https://www.childrensdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022-Childrens-Defense-Fund-  

 Devotional.pdf            

 Special thanks to our congregational leaders Elias Huang, Emi Hare-Yim, and Mark Yim

THE DOXOLOGY          
The congregation rises row by row as ushers pass to symbolize the offering of our whole selves to God. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;       
Praise God, all creatures here below;       
Praise God above, you heavenly host;       
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & DEDICATION                                       Rev. Nyle Fort 
Today we celebrate the ministry of our Riverside Kids Worship, which provides a sacred space for children to connect 
with God in song, movement, art, and storytelling.

        SENDING        
            We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors 

CLOSING HYMN 379                         
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                         Solid Rock

BENEDICTION                        Rev. Thorne & Rev. Wilson

POSTLUDE                 
Jubilee-Postlude on ‘Converse’ (What a Friend We Have in Jesus)               Carson Cooman  
                                 Alan Montgomery, organist  

All who are able, please stand



Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson is president & CEO of the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) and CDF 
Action Council. CDF envisions a nation where marginalized children flourish, leaders prioritize 
their well-being, and communities wield the power to ensure they thrive. Wilson is board chair for 
the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP) and the Forum for Theological 
Exploration (FTE).

From 2011 through 2020, Rev. Wilson was president & CEO of Deaconess Foundation, a faith-
based philanthropy for child well-being and racial justice in St. Louis. From 2008 through 2018, 
Dr. Wilson also pastored Saint John’s Church (The Beloved Community), a multiracial congrega-
tion in the city.  Under his leadership, the foundation constructed and established the Deaconess 
Center for Child Well-Being, a community action tank engaging thousands of citizens annually. 
After the police killing of Michael Brown, Jr., the church hosted the #BlackLivesMatter Freedom 
Ride to Ferguson and other mobilizations.

Wilson was appointed co-chair of the Ferguson Commission, which released the ‘Forward 
Through Ferguson: A Path Toward Racial Equity’ Report, calling for sweeping changes in policing, 
the courts, child well-being and economic mobility in 2015. He currently serves boards for Duke 
Divinity School, the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, and the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion.

Dr. Wilson earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from Xavier University of Louisiana, 
Master of Divinity from Eden Theological Seminary, and the Doctor of Ministry from Duke 
University. A member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Starsky is 
married to Dr. LaToya Smith Wilson, a dentist and child advocate. They are raising four children.

Follow Dr. Wilson’s activism, philanthropy, and ministry at @RevDrStarsky and @ChildDefender.







ABOUT RIVERSIDE
The Riverside Church is an interdenominational, interracial, international, open, welcoming, 
and affirming church and congregation. The church is a member of the American Baptist 
Churches, U.S.A. and the United Church of Christ. Riverside cooperates with the Council of 
Churches in the City of New York and with the New York State, National, and World Council 
of Churches. Whoever you are: You are safe here. You are loved here. You are invited into full 
participation in our life together.

Rev. Adriene Thorne, Senior Minister 
Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Senior Minister Emeritus

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY
For announcements of programs and events at The Riverside Church, please visit trcnyc.org/
Events for more information and to download a copy.

RIVERSIDE EMAIL LIST
Are you receiving our weekly emails? Check your junk folder and add communications@trcnyc.
org to your “safe sender list” or visit trcnyc.org/email to sign up. We want to make sure that you 
know all the latest news and events at The Riverside Church!

DOWNLOAD THE RIVERSIDE APP
Take Riverside with you, wherever you go. Text TRCNYC to 833.833.4035 or visit trcnyc.org/
app to download the app and stay connected to all the videos, podcasts, and events from The 
Riverside Church.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON CARILLON RECITALS
Sunday afternoon carillon recitals take place most weeks at 3:00 p.m. and can be best heard 
outdoors listening from Sakura Park, immediately north of The Riverside Church at 122nd 
Street. Visit trcnyc.org/ CarillonRecitals for the complete schedule.

CHURCH NURSERY OPEN
Babies and toddlers are not too young to start learning about God’s love for them. The nursery 
is open every Sunday from 10:30-12:30 during worship staffed by trained nursery workers. For 
location please see an usher or security guard.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 PARKING - 10/16/2022

    Parking is available in the garage below the building. Present this bulletin to the attendant  
                                     before 11:00 p.m. for a reduced rate of $5.00.



CONNECT WITH US.

       trcnyc.org

Rev. Adriene Thorne 
      Senior Minister 
 athorne@trcnyc.org

Pastoral and Program Staff
Meighan Corbett 
Director of Stewardship & Development 
mcorbett@trcnyc.org

Christopher Creaghan 
Director of Music & Organist 
ccreaghan@trcnyc.org

Natalie Fein   
Chief Operating Officer   
nfein@trcnyc.org  

Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper 
Minister of Older Adults 
lharper@trcnyc.org

Rich Glassey 
Director of Operations 
rglassey@trcnyc.org

Rev. Jim Keat 
Digital Minister 
jkeat@trcnyc.org

Rev. Bruce Lamb 
Minister of Faith Formation 
blamb@trcnyc.org 

Rev. Amanda Meisenheimer 
Interim Minister of Worship and the Arts 
ameisenheimer@trcnyc.org

Alan Montgomery   
Associate Organist    
amontgomery@trcnyc.org

Shanniel Morrison 
Property Manager 
smorrison@trcnyc.org

Rev. Dr. Debra Northern 
Minister of Parish Care 
dnorthern@trcnyc.org

Brian Simpson 
Director Of Communications & Strategy  
bsimpson@trcnyc.org

Rev. Nyle Fort    
Minister of Justice, Advocacy, and Change 
nfort@trcnyc.org  

CONTACT US:
To contact the church with general 
questions, call 212-870-6700 or email 
communications@trcnyc.org.

For full staff directory visit trcnyc.org/directory


