THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 11, 2026 | 11:00 AM



Welcome to The Riverside Church

Interdenominational - Interracial - International - Open - Welcoming - Affirming

WORSHIP is at the center of the life of The Riverside Church.

As you prepare your heart and mind for worship, consider this quote:

“We need leaders not in love with money but in love with justice. Not in
love with publicity but in love with humanity.”

-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

A question for reflection:

How are you doing justice in your everyday life?

Connect With Us Give With Your Phone
Visit our Welcome Page to learn more Text TRCNYCGIVE to 833.833.4035

Cover Art: The Thankful Poor (1894) Henry Ossawa Tanner
(For cover art details please visit page 14)

ASL Interpreter
M.Lisa Lockley & Avery Gordon

Assisted listening devices are available to anyone who needs them. Speak to an usher to secure one for
service. They can be returned to any usher at the end of service.

Riverside worship services are filmed, recorded, and broadcast online.
If you do not want to appear in any videos or photos, we invite you to sit in the balcony.
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GATHERING

We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God.

CARILLON
Southern Harmony Ellen Dickinson
Festival Prelude Gladys Watkins
O Waly, Waly Alice Gomez
Carla Staffaroni, carillonneur

STRINGS
The Serenade No. 13 in G major, K. 525 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

1. Allegro

The Riverside Community String Ensemble
Kristina Giles, director

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Dr. Jillian Langford
INTROIT
If Ye Love Me William Byrd

If ye love me,
Keep my commandments.
And I will pray the Father,
And be shall give you another comforter.
Amen
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CALL TO WORSHIP standing as able Mariel Crawford
One: Come, all who feel alone, forgotten, or unsure.

All: God is here—faithful in every moment.

One: Come, all who rejoice and give thanks.

All: God rejoices with us and receives our praise.

One: In every gathering, in every way we show up, God meets us with love—

All: And we respond with worship.

Adapted from Jason Elder, “28 Modern (and Biblical) Calls to Worship” (2025)

INVOCATION standing as able

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 142 remain standing
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! CORONATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Derrick T. Jordan

In a moment of silence, offer your own prayers of confession.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
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LISTENING

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching.

HEBREW BIBLE SCRIPTURE READING Barbara Mellor and Byron Darden
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 (Pew Bible page 65)

One: The Word of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Barbara Mellor
Micah 6:8 (Pew Bible page 866 )

One: This is the Gospel of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES Rev. Tim Dalton
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ANTHEM
Glory to The Lord (Jazz Praise)

Glory to the Lord - Glory to the Lord on high!
He is Alpha, Omega, beginning and ending
Yes He is.

He's the hope of salvation,
On Him I'm depending, Yes He is,
and when evil would boast then my soul He's
defending
Yes He is!
Glory to the Lord - Glory to the Lord on high!

He commanded Noab to build an ark when he
was old.
And to Jobn He revealed a most Heavenly place
with streets of gold.
Now He's written my name in the Book of Life
and He's made me whole.
Glory to the Lord - Glory to the Lord on high!

The Inspirational Choir
Nedra Olds-Neal, conductor
Matt King, pianist
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SERMON Too Woke for the Okeydoke Rev. Dr. Frederick Haynes, I11

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Adriene Thorne

One: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

One: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up unto the Lord.
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PRAYER LIST

Yvonne Allen

Kathia Almeida

Mace Anderson

Dr. Colleen Birchett
Jewel Bletcher

Caed Brawner

Loring Bush

Valda Campbell

Linda Chu

Jim Dager and John Souza
Kara Dago-Clark
Lourdes Davila-Rojas
Morrell Dooley and family
Jim Fairbanks

Leslie Forshey

Jason Garcia

Karissa Garner & her son,
I[saac Cooke & mother,
Maria Garner

Bernard George

Sharan Harper

John Hartley

David Hemans

Winston Huang

Taniqua Huguley-Chaplin
and son, Caycen Chaplin
Giau Huynh

Tom Jarosz

George Johnson

Lee Kopf

Jordan Konicki

Lisa Kremer

Orlando Lagforega

Gavin Landry

Carol Lee

Nivia Maldonaldo
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Ayana Mathis, Christina Cooke,
and the child they were fostering

Juanita Merritt
Dana Minaya
Nancy Mosley
Joyce Norris
Dolores O’Connor
Nickie Palmer
Megan Pell

Celena Pena’s Grandmother
Janice and Aunt Joy
Karen Prato

Sandra Ramos

Joan Ricketts

Ann Rocker
Danielle Scott
Alexander Simmons
Angela Sosa

Shirley Sutherland
George Theodore
Ronald Townsend
Libby Turnock
Janet Wise Thomas

We mourn with:

Diana Jackson-Robinson and

family in the death of her brother,

Freddie Jackson.

We continue to grieve with:

The family of Margaret Madden

in her death.

The family of Franklin Pegram in

the death of his sister, Mary

Pegram.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pray in the language or version closest to your heart.

All: Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Save us from the time of trial, deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

CHORAL AMEN

RESPONDING

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through prayer, passing the peace,
offering, and monthly communion.

PASSING OF THE PEACE standing as able

One: The Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE Rev. Dr. Leah Fowler
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM
The Word Was God Rosephanye Powell

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God.

All things were made that have been made.
Nothing was made, He bhas not made.

All things were made by Him.

AT THE PRESENTATION: THE DOXOLOGY standing as able

The congregation rises row by row as ushers pass to symbolize the offering of our whole selves to God.

All: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING remain standing Rev. Mira Sawlani-Joyner
AND DEDICATION

Today we celebrate the work of our Budget and Planning Committee, which reviews, advises and monitors
our budgetary activities to support our financial bealth.
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SENDING

We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors.

RECESSIONAL HYMN 341 remain standing

Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! ASSURANCE
BENEDICTION remain standing Rev. Dr. Frederick Haynes, 111
POSTLUDE

Toccata on “Lobe Den Herren” Craig Phillips

Paul Byssainthe, Jr., organist
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GUEST PREACHER
Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes, 111

Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes, I11 is a prophetic pastor, social
activist, educator, and nationally respected advocate for racial and
economic justice. For more than 40 years, he has served as Senior Pastor
of Friendship-West Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas, where his visionary
leadership helped grow the congregation from fewer than 100 members in
1983 to more than 13,000 today.

Deeply committed to education and community empowerment, Dr.
Haynes has led Friendship-West in donating more than $1 million to
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and over $2 million in
scholarships for students in the church and greater Dallas community. He
is a co-founder and board co-chair of the Samuel DeWitt Proctor
Conference and serves in leadership roles with several organizations
dedicated to social justice, education, and community transformation.

Dr. Haynes holds degrees from Bishop College, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, the
Graduate Theological Foundation, and earned a Ph.D. with distinction in African American Preaching
and Sacred Rhetoric from Christian Theological Seminary in 2025.

His many honors include being named to Ebony Magazine’s Power 100, induction into the National
Black College Alumni Hall of Fame and the International Civil Rights Walk of Fame, the I Am a Man
Award (2020), and the Presidential Lifetime Achievement Leadership Award in Community Service
(2022). He was also honored to speak at President Nelson Mandela’s memorial service in 2013.
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AN INVITATION FROM THE WORSHIP COMMISSION
Beloved Riverside community,

As part of our ongoing commitment to Creation Justice, the Worship
Commission is inviting our congregation to take a meaningful step together:
reducing our reliance on paper worship bulletins.

For generations, Riverside has been a community that listens for God’s call in the
world and responds with courage. Today, that call includes caring for creation in
ways both large and small. One of the simplest and most impactful changes we

can make is to reduce the thousands of sheets of paper we print each year for
Sunday worship.

We know this will be a significant shift, especially for a congregation where the
majority is over 65 and have long relied on printed bulletins. We want to
honor that reality with tenderness and patience. Bulletins will continue to be
available for those who need them, including our visually impaired members
and anyone for whom a printed bulletin is essential for full participation in
worship.

However, for those who are able, we are asking you to join us in trying
something new. Our screens, our livestream, and our digital bulletin will carry
everything you need to follow the worship service. By choosing to use these
tools, you help Riverside live more fully into our commitment to justice for the
earth and all God’s creation.

This is not about taking something away but about moving together, at a
thoughtful pace, toward a practice that reflects our values. We trust that, with
grace and patience, we can make this communal transition together with a
complete transition occurring by April 2027.

Thank you for walking this path with us.

Please send any bulletin change feedback to vvasquez@trcnyc.org.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES DURING BULLETIN CHANGE

® Honor accessibility — printed bulletins always available for visually impaired
and anyone who truly needs one.
* Honor dignity — no shaming, no policing, no testing.
* Honor pace — change happens slowly.
® Honor justice — we will keep our creation-justice framing front and center.

THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH
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' MAKE YOUR X

PLAN TO VOTE

% A QUICK VOTER CHECKLIST %

BEFORE ELECTION DAY

LICheck your voter registration

[ Register to vote if needed

CMark important election dates on your calendar
[ Decide: Early Vote, Mail-In Ballot, or Election Day
OFind your polling place

[Review your sample ballot ahead of time

[ Bring required ID/docurments

GET INFORMED

[JUse nonpartisan voter guides like:
Vote4ll

ActiVote

League of Women Voters
MyVote Project

Call or Text 866-OUR-VOTE
[JResearch candidates and ballot issues

o o 0 9

o

[ Talk with friends, neighbors, and coworkers about voting

@ VOLUNTEER FOR DEMOCRACY

[Jvolunteer with NYC Votes

[JBecome a poll worker

[JHelp monitor polling sites and support voter access
[JHelp register voters or organize a voter registration drive
[JJoin youth organizing with GenVote

volunteer with:
o Election Protection Coalition
¢ We The Action

o NYC Votes
(JOffer rides to the polls

[JShare voting resources online
[JJain postcard writing or phone banking campaigns
(] Encourage your community ta Get Out The Vote!
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COVER ART DETAILS

The painting is considered a milestone in African-American art, notably for
its countering of racial stereotypes. Tanner chose to use artwork, including
The Thankful Poor, as a means of portraying African-American culture in a

dignified manner. The painting received praise from critics upon its
exhibition in Philadelphia during the spring of 1894.
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TODAY AT RIVERSIDE - YOU ARE INVITED

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Breakfast (available for purchase) South Hall 8:30 AM
Fresh Start Online 8:30 AM
Discovering The Bible 320 MLK & Online 9:00 AM
The Seekers Book Study 323 MLK & Online 9:00 AM
Open Bible Study 316 MLK & Online 9:30 AM
Biblical Hebrew - Beginners 314 MLK 9:30 AM
Youth Confirmation 8T 9:30 AM
Grace Space Nursery See Usher or Security for Location 10:00 AM
Rising Voices & Youth Choir MLK 3 Chapel of The Cross 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship Nave & Online 11:00 AM
Youth Group Sunday Church School 8T 11:30 AM
Church School grades PK - 2 MLK 721 11:30 AM
Church School grades 3 - 6 MLK 3 11:30 AM
Coffee Hour South Hall Lobby After Service
Virtual Coffee Hour Online After Service
Mayoral Accountability Action Meet at Riverside Church 12:45PM
Bs and Ps Monthly Meeting 316 MLK 1:00 PM
Carillon Recital Riverside Neighborhood 1:30 PM
Maranatha Meeting Multipurpose Room 1:30 PM
Biblical Hebrew - Advanced 314 MLK 1:30 PM
African Fellowship Monthly Meeting 8T 1:30 PM
THIS WEEK AT RIVERSIDE - YOU ARE INVITED

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12

Morning Prayer Online 8:00 AM
Mission & Social Justice Commission Online 6:30 PM
Meeting

Education Commission Online 7:00 PM
Education Commission Meeting Online 7:00 PM
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13

Morning Prayer Online 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Food Pantry 9:00 AM
Corbin Hill Cloister Lobby 11:00 AM
Membership, Care, & Parish Online 6:00 PM
Life Commission Meeting

Nominating Committee Meeting Online 6:30 PM
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14

Morning Prayer Online 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Food Pantry 9:00 AM
Older Adults French Group 321 MLK 10:30 AM
Midweek Bible Study Online 12:30 PM
Biblical Hebrew — Advanced Beginners Online 5:00 PM
Dinner Church 9T Library, 9T Kitchen 5:00 PM
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15

Morning Prayer Online 8:00 AM
Food Pantry Food Pantry 9:00 AM
Art of Movement 411 MLK 10:00 AM
Tower League Bible Study Online 11:00 AM
Tower League Luncheon Online 12:00 AM
Tower League Programming Online 1:30 PM
Stewardship Committee Meeting Online 6:30 PM
Budget & Planning Committee Meeting Online 6:30 PM
Short Circles: “The Spiritual Practice of Online 7:00 PM

Remembrance” with Rev. Dr. Leah Fowler

LOdL to hnd out more about all the
programs and events happening in
the life of our community.

THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16

Morning Prayer Online 11:00 AM
Food Pantry Food Pantry 9:00 AM
Christian Sands Jazz Concert Assembly Hall 7:00 PM

COMING SOON

The Riverside Community Strings Concert Sunday, October 18 3:00 PM
Children's Sabbath Intergenerational Art Sunday, October 18 1:30 PM
Workshop

The Riverside Strings and Bridgemusik Sunday, October 18 3:00 PM
Concert

Compassion Circle Monday, October 19 6:00 PM
Riverside Turkey Trot 5K Saturday, November 7 9:00 AM
Men’s Class - “Challenges and Trials of Sunday, November 8 1:00 PM
Being Young Black Men”

Writing Workshop-The Psalm: A Poetic Sunday, November 8 1:30 PM
Reexamination

SERVICE PROGRAM FOR OLDER PEOPLE

The Riverside Church partners with Service Program for Older People (SPOP). SPOP’s
mission is to enhance the quality of life of older adults and to foster their independent
living through the delivery of comprehensive mental health and supportive services,
advocacy and education. If you need support please reach out to Riverside’s Director of
Social Services, Alexandra Pimentel at apimentel@trcnyc.org.

SERVICE PROGRAM
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ABOUT RIVERSIDE

The Riverside Church is an interdenominational, interracial, international, open, welcoming, and
affirming church and congregation. The church is a member of the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A.
and the United Church of Christ. Riverside cooperates with the Council of Churches in the City of
New York and with the New York State, National, and World Council of Churches. Whoever you are:
You are safe here. You are loved here. You are invited into full participation in our life together.

Rev. Adriene Thorne, Senior Minister
Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Senior Minister Emeritus
C_—— <G ~—9

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES & ASL INTERPRETATION

Assisted listening devices are available for those who need them, and ASL interpretation is provided
on select Sundays. Please see an usher to request a device or to find the best seating for viewing

the interpreters.

SUNDAY MORNING PARKING

Visit the Security Desk on the Claremont Level to pick up a $5 parking coupon. Bring this bulletin
and your parking ticket to the attendant on the upper level to receive this discounted rate, pay, and
pick up your car. This discounted rate applies to Sundays only.

GRACE SPACE NURSERY

Babies and toddlers are not too young to start learning about God’s love for them. The grace space
nursery is open every Sunday from 10:30 AM-12:30 PM and is staffed by trained nursery workers.
For location, please see an usher or security guard.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON CARILLON RECITALS

Recitals take place most weeks at 1:30 PM and can be best heard outdoors listening from Sakura
Park, north of The Riverside Church at 122nd Street. Visit trcnyc.org/carillonrecitals for the
complete schedule and programs.

MEMBERSHIP AT RIVERSIDE

Membership is about responding to God’s call on your life to step up and belong to this community
as you pursue the passion God has set in your heart. By joining The Riverside Church you are taking
the next step to partner with us as we seek to cultivate a community of justice, peace, and love that
transforms the world. Visit trcnyc.org/membership to find out more.

VOLUNTEER AT RIVERSIDE

Riverside offers a variety of volunteer opportunities, from ushering to providing support in our social
services programs, and so much more! Discover the joy of giving back, and make a lasting difference
in the lives of those we serve. Visit trcnyc.org/volunteer for more information.

RIVERSIDE EMAIL LIST

Get the latest news and events at The Riverside Church from our weekly emails. Sign up at
trenyc.org/email. Be sure to add communications@trenyc.org to your “Safe Sender list.”

DOWNLOAD THE RIVERSIDE APP

Take Riverside with you wherever you go. Text TRCNYC to 833.833.4035 or visit trcnyc.org/app to
stay connected to all the videos, podcasts, and events from The Riverside Church.

THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH
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— CONNECT

LJ WITH US

PASTORAL TEAM AND MINISTERIAL STAFF

Rev. Adrine Thorne Rev. Tim Dalton Rev. Dr. Leah Fowler Rev. Derrick T. Jordan

Senior Minister Minister for Congregational Minister for Intergenerational Ministerial Staff
Care and Older Adults Christian Education and Formation

Min. Kathy Lin Rev. Mira Sawlani-Joyner Rev. Charlene A. Wingate

Rev. Jim Keat
Minister of Digital Worship ~Associate Director of Education Associate Director of Education Minister of Justice, Advocacy, Ministerial Staff
and Education and Faith Formation and Faith Formation and Change
(Children and Families) (Youth and Young Adults)

Dr. Jillian Langford

If you or someone you know is experiencing a pastoral emergency,
please call 212.870.6710 and ask for the clergy on call.

PROGRAM AND SUPPORT STAFF

Paul Byssainthe, Jr.
Associate Organist

Natalie Fein
Chief Operating Officer

Dr. Nathaniel Gumbs

Director of Music

Talia Johnson
Manager of Member Services

Alexandra A. Pimentel

Director of Social Services & Outreach

Natalie Graves Tucker
Director of Communications and Development

THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH
490 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10027
212.870.6700 - trcnyc.org



	THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH
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	Welcome to The Riverside Church
	Interdenominational · Interracial · International · Open · Welcoming · Affirming
	WORSHIP is at the center of the life of The Riverside Church.
	As you prepare your heart and mind for worship, consider this quote:
	“We need leaders not in love with money but in love with justice. Not in love with publicity but in love with humanity.”
	-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

	A question for reflection:
	How are you doing justice in your everyday life?

	Connect With Us
	Give With Your Phone
	Visit our  Welcome Page to learn more
	Text TRCNYCGIVE to 833.833.4035
	Cover Art: The Thankful Poor (1894) Henry Ossawa Tanner
	(For cover art details please visit page 14)
	ASL Interpreter
	M.Lisa Lockley & Avery Gordon
	Assisted listening devices are available to anyone who needs them. Speak to an usher to secure one for service. They can be returned to any usher at the end of service.
	Riverside worship services are filmed, recorded, and broadcast online.
	If you do not want to appear in any videos or photos, we invite you to sit in the balcony.



	GATHERING
	We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God.
	CARILLON
	Southern Harmony
	Festival Prelude
	O Waly, Waly
	Ellen Dickinson
	Gladys Watkins
	Alice Gomez
	Carla Staffaroni, carillonneur

	STRINGS
	The Serenade No. 13 in G major, K. 525
	Allegro
	Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
	The Riverside Community String Ensemble
	Kristina Giles, director

	LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY
	Dr. Jillian Langford

	INTROIT
	If Ye Love Me
	If ye love me,
	Keep my commandments.
	And I will pray the Father,
	And he shall give you another comforter.
	Amen
	William Byrd


	CALL TO WORSHIP
	standing as able
	Mariel Crawford
	One: Come, all who feel alone, forgotten, or unsure.
	All:  God is here—faithful in every moment.
	One: Come, all who rejoice and give thanks.

	All:  God rejoices with us and receives our praise.
	One: In every gathering, in every way we show up, God meets us with love—

	All: And we respond with worship.
	Adapted from Jason Elder, “28 Modern (and Biblical) Calls to Worship” (2025)


	INVOCATION
	standing as able

	PROCESSIONAL HYMN 142
	remain standing
	All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
	CORONATION

	PRAYER OF CONFESSION
	In a moment of silence, offer your own prayers of confession.
	Rev. Derrick T. Jordan

	WORDS OF ASSURANCE
	GLORIA PATRI

	LISTENING
	We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching.
	HEBREW BIBLE SCRIPTURE READING
	Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 (Pew Bible page 65)
	One: The Word of God for the People of God.
	All:  Thanks be to God.
	Barbara Mellor and Byron Darden


	SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
	Micah 6:8 (Pew Bible page 866 )
	One: This is the Gospel of Christ.
	All:  Thanks be to God.
	Barbara Mellor


	MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES
	Rev. Tim Dalton


	ANTHEM
	Glory to The Lord (Jazz Praise)
	Glory to the Lord - Glory to the Lord on high!
	He is Alpha, Omega, beginning and ending
	Yes He is.
	He's the hope of salvation,
	On Him I'm depending, Yes He is,
	and when evil would boast then my soul He's defending
	Yes He is!
	Glory to the Lord - Glory to the Lord on high!
	He commanded Noah to build an ark when he was old.
	And to John He revealed a most Heavenly place with streets of gold.
	Now He's written my name in the Book of Life and He's made me whole.
	Glory to the Lord - Glory to the Lord on high!
	The Inspirational Choir
	Nedra Olds-Neal, conductor
	Matt King, pianist
	Shelton Becton

	SERMON
	Too Woke for the Okeydoke

	MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
	PASTORAL PRAYER
	One: The Lord be with you.
	All:  And with your spirit.
	One: Lift up your hearts.

	All:  We lift them up unto the Lord.
	Rev. Dr. Frederick Haynes, III
	Rev. Adriene Thorne


	PRAYER LIST
	Yvonne Allen
	Kathia Almeida
	Mace Anderson
	Dr. Colleen Birchett
	Jewel Bletcher
	Caed Brawner
	Loring Bush
	Valda Campbell
	Linda Chu
	Jim Dager and John Souza
	Kara Dago-Clark
	Lourdes Davila-Rojas
	Morrell Dooley and family
	Jim Fairbanks
	Leslie Forshey
	Jason Garcia
	Karissa Garner & her son, Isaac Cooke & mother, Maria Garner
	Bernard George
	Sharan Harper
	John Hartley
	David Hemans
	Winston Huang
	Taniqua Huguley-Chaplin and son, Caycen Chaplin
	Giau Huynh
	Tom Jarosz
	George Johnson
	Lee Kopf
	Jordan Konicki
	Lisa Kremer
	Orlando Lagforega
	Gavin Landry
	Carol Lee
	Nivia Maldonaldo
	Ayana Mathis, Christina Cooke, and the child they were fostering
	Juanita Merritt
	Dana Minaya
	Nancy Mosley
	Joyce Norris
	Dolores O’Connor
	Nickie Palmer
	Megan Pell
	Celena Pena’s Grandmother Janice and Aunt Joy
	Karen Prato
	Sandra Ramos
	Joan Ricketts
	Ann Rocker
	Danielle Scott
	Alexander Simmons
	Angela Sosa
	Shirley Sutherland
	George Theodore
	Ronald Townsend
	Libby Turnock
	Janet Wise Thomas
	We mourn with:
	Diana Jackson-Robinson and family in the death of her brother, Freddie Jackson.
	We continue to grieve with:
	The family of Margaret Madden in her death.
	The family of Franklin Pegram in the death of his sister, Mary Pegram.
	THE LORD’S PRAYER
	Pray in the language or version closest to your heart.
	All:
	Our Father in heaven,
	Hallowed be Your name.
	Your kingdom come,
	Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
	Save us from the time of trial, deliver us from evil.
	For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

	CHORAL AMEN

	RESPONDING
	We respond to the hearing of God’s word through prayer, passing the peace,
	offering, and monthly communion.
	PASSING OF THE PEACE
	One:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
	All:   And also with you.
	standing as able


	INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE
	Rev. Dr. Leah Fowler


	OFFERTORY ANTHEM
	The Word Was God
	In the beginning was the Word,
	and the Word was with God,
	and the Word was God.
	The same was in the beginning with God.
	All things were made that have been made.
	Nothing was made, He has not made.
	All things were made by Him.

	Rosephanye Powell

	AT THE PRESENTATION: THE DOXOLOGY
	standing as able
	The congregation rises row by row as ushers pass to symbolize the offering of our whole selves to God.
	All:
	Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God, all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	PRAYER​ ​OF​ ​THANKSGIVING
	​AND​ ​DEDICATION​
	remain standing
	Rev. Mira Sawlani-Joyner
	Today we celebrate the work of our Budget and Planning Committee, which reviews, advises and monitors our budgetary activities to support our financial health.

	SENDING
	We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors.
	RECESSIONAL HYMN 341
	remain standing
	Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!
	ASSURANCE

	BENEDICTION
	remain standing
	Rev. Dr. Frederick Haynes, III

	POSTLUDE
	Toccata on “Lobe Den Herren”
	Craig Phillips
	Paul Byssainthe, Jr., organist


	GUEST PREACHER
	Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes, III
	Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes, III is a prophetic pastor, social activist, educator, and nationally respected advocate for racial and economic justice. For more than 40 years, he has served as Senior Pastor of Friendship-West Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas, where his visionary leadership helped grow the congregation from fewer than 100 members in 1983 to more than 13,000 today.
	Deeply committed to education and community empowerment, Dr. Haynes has led Friendship-West in donating more than $1 million to Historically Black Colleges and Universities and over $2 million in scholarships for students in the church and greater Dallas community. He is a co-founder and board co-chair of the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference and serves in leadership roles with several organizations dedicated to social justice, education, and community transformation.
	Dr. Haynes holds degrees from Bishop College, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, the Graduate Theological Foundation, and earned a Ph.D. with distinction in African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric from Christian Theological Seminary in 2025.
	His many honors include being named to Ebony Magazine’s Power 100, induction into the National Black College Alumni Hall of Fame and the International Civil Rights Walk of Fame, the I Am a Man Award (2020), and the Presidential Lifetime Achievement Leadership Award in Community Service (2022). He was also honored to speak at President Nelson Mandela’s memorial service in 2013.


	AN INVITATION FROM THE WORSHIP COMMISSION
	Beloved Riverside community,
	As part of our ongoing commitment to Creation Justice, the Worship 
	Commission is inviting our congregation to take a meaningful step together: 
	reducing our reliance on paper worship bulletins.
	For generations, Riverside has been a community that listens for God’s call in the 
	world and responds with courage. Today, that call includes caring for creation in 
	ways both large and small. One of the simplest and most impactful changes we 
	can make is to reduce the thousands of sheets of paper we print each year for 
	Sunday worship.
	We know this will be a significant shift, especially for a congregation where the 
	majority is over 65 and have long relied on printed bulletins. We want to 
	honor that reality with tenderness and patience. Bulletins will continue to be 
	available for those who need them, including our visually impaired members 
	and anyone for whom a printed bulletin is essential for full participation in 
	worship.
	However, for those who are able, we are asking you to join us in trying 
	something new. Our screens, our livestream, and our digital bulletin will carry 
	everything you need to follow the worship service. By choosing to use these 
	tools, you help Riverside live more fully into our commitment to justice for the 
	earth and all God’s creation.
	This is not about taking something away but about moving together, at a 
	thoughtful pace, toward a practice that reflects our values. We trust that, with 
	grace and patience, we can make this communal transition together with a 
	complete transition occurring by April 2027.
	Thank you for walking this path with us.
	Please send any bulletin change feedback to vvasquez@trcnyc.org.

	GUIDING PRINCIPLES DURING BULLETIN CHANGE
	• Honor accessibility — printed bulletins always available for visually impaired 
	    and anyone who truly needs one.
	• Honor dignity — no shaming, no policing, no testing. 
	• Honor pace — change happens slowly. 
	• Honor justice — we will keep our creation‑justice framing front and center.
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	COVER ART DETAILS
	The painting is considered a milestone in African-American art, notably for its countering of racial stereotypes. Tanner chose to use artwork, including The Thankful Poor, as a means of portraying African-American culture in a dignified manner. The painting received praise from critics upon its exhibition in Philadelphia during the spring of 1894.

	Discovering The Bible
	The Seekers Book Study
	Rising Voices & Youth Choir
	Sunday Worship
	Youth Group Sunday Church School
	Virtual Coffee Hour
	Mayoral Accountability Action
	Maranatha Meeting
	Mission & Social Justice Commission Meeting
	Education Commission
	Education Commission Meeting
	Membership, Care, & Parish Life Commission Meeting
	Nominating Committee Meeting
	Older Adults French Group
	Midweek Bible Study
	Biblical Hebrew – Advanced Beginners
	Dinner Church
	9T Library, 9T Kitchen
	Tower League Bible Study
	Tower League Luncheon
	Tower League Programming
	Stewardship Committee Meeting
	Budget & Planning Committee Meeting
	Short Circles: “The Spiritual Practice of
	Remembrance” with Rev. Dr. Leah Fowler
	Christian Sands Jazz Concert
	The Riverside Community Strings Concert
	Children's Sabbath Intergenerational Art
	Workshop
	The Riverside Strings and Bridgemusik
	Concert
	Compassion Circle
	Riverside Turkey Trot 5K
	Men’s Class – “Challenges and Trials of
	Being Young Black Men”
	Writing Workshop-The Psalm: A Poetic
	Reexamination

	ABOUT RIVERSIDE
	The Riverside Church is an interdenominational, interracial, international, open, welcoming, and affirming church and congregation. The church is a member of the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A. and the United Church of Christ. Riverside cooperates with the Council of Churches in the City of New York and with the New York State, National, and World Council of Churches. Whoever you are: You are safe here. You are loved here. You are invited into full participation in our life together.
	Rev. Adriene Thorne, Senior Minister
	Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Senior Minister Emeritus

	ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES & ASL INTERPRETATION
	Assisted listening devices are available for those who need them, and ASL interpretation is provided
	on select Sundays. Please see an usher to request a device or to find the best seating for viewing
	the interpreters.

	SUNDAY MORNING PARKING
	Visit the Security Desk on the Claremont Level to pick up a $5 parking coupon. Bring this bulletin and your parking ticket to the attendant on the upper level to receive this discounted rate, pay, and pick up your car. This discounted rate applies to Sundays only.

	GRACE SPACE NURSERY
	Babies and toddlers are not too young to start learning about God’s love for them. The grace space nursery is open every Sunday from 10:30 AM-12:30 PM and is staffed by trained nursery workers. For location, please see an usher or security guard.

	SUNDAY AFTERNOON CARILLON RECITALS
	Recitals take place most weeks at 1:30 PM and can be best heard outdoors listening from Sakura Park, north of The Riverside Church at 122nd Street. Visit trcnyc.org/carillonrecitals for the complete schedule and programs.

	MEMBERSHIP AT RIVERSIDE
	Membership is about responding to God’s call on your life to step up and belong to this community as you pursue the passion God has set in your heart. By joining The Riverside Church you are taking the next step to partner with us as we seek to cultivate a community of justice, peace, and love that transforms the world. Visit trcnyc.org/membership to find out more.

	VOLUNTEER AT RIVERSIDE
	Riverside offers a variety of volunteer opportunities, from ushering to providing support in our social services programs, and so much more! Discover the joy of giving back, and make a lasting difference in the lives of those we serve. Visit trcnyc.org/volunteer for more information.

	RIVERSIDE EMAIL LIST
	Get the latest news and events at The Riverside Church from our weekly emails. Sign up at trcnyc.org/email. Be sure to add communications@trcnyc.org to your “Safe Sender list.”

	DOWNLOAD THE RIVERSIDE APP
	Take Riverside with you wherever you go. Text TRCNYC to 833.833.4035 or visit trcnyc.org/app to stay connected to all the videos, podcasts, and events from The Riverside Church.


