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Recyc led  and  re-
used  matre ia l s
becomd toys  in

the  Weekday
School ,  Winter
Wonderr land .

T o  L e s s e n  t h e  O n s l a u g h t  o f   
C L I M A T E  C A T A S T O P H E ,
J o i n  t h e s e  O r g a n i z a t i o n s .

 
T h i s  m o n t h  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t
g r o u p s  i n v o l v e d  i n  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  i n
t h e  h o p e  t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  R i v e r s i d e
C h u r c h  w i l l  j o i n  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f
t h e m .  H e r e  a r e  a  f e w  e x a m p l e s  w i t h  a
s p e c i f i c  n o t e  o n  t h e  C l i m a t e  R e a l i t y
G r o u p  w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t
( A l s o  s e e  r e p o r t ,  p . 2  o n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g
i n  M a y ) .
 
T H E  C L I M A T E  R E A L I T Y  P R O J E C T

F o r m e r  U S  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  A l  G o r e
f o u n d e d  T h e  C l i m a t e  R e a l i t y  P r o j e c t
t o  c a t a l y z e  a  g l o b a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e
c l i m a t e  c r i s i s  b y  m a k i n g  u r g e n t
a c t i o n  a  n e c e s s i t y  a c r o s s  e v e r y  s e c t o r
o f  s o c i e t y .

T h e y  r e c r u i t ,  t r a i n ,  a n d  m o b i l i z e
p e o p l e  o f  a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e  t o  w o r k  f o r
j u s t  c l i m a t e  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  s p e e d
e n e r g y  t r a n s i t i o n  w o r l d w i d e  a n d
o p e n  t h e  d o o r  t o  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w
f o r  u s  a l l .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i s
c u r r e n t l y  a r o u n d  3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o r l d -
w i d e .

T o d a y ,  C l i m a t e  R e a l i t y  i s  a  d i v e r s e
g r o u p  o f  p a s s i o n a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s
w h o ’ v e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a c k l e  t h e
g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  o f  o u r  t i m e .  W e
a r e  a d v o c a t e s ,  c u l t u r a l  l e a d e r s ,
o r g a n i z e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a n d
s t o r y t e l l e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,
c o m m i t t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g  a  s u s t a i n a b l e
f u t u r e  t o g e t h e r .
T h e  v i s i o n  i s  f o r  a  s w i f t ,  s y s t e m i c ,
a n d  j u s t  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d  n e t  z e r o
e m i s s i o n s  b y  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h i s
c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  m a j o r  s t e p s  t o w a r d  t h a t
g o a l .

( C o n t i n u e d ,  p .  2 )  

BEC VISITS NYC’S POP-UP CLIMATE MUSEUM , THE
FIRST IN THE  US DEDICATED TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

Beloved Earth Community is greatly concerned about climate
change, the climate crisis and care for the Earth through
educational programs, modeling changes to our lifestyles, the
greening of the church and advocating for local and national
policies.  An April visit to the Climate Museum offered BEC
members insights on the origins of   the climate crisis. as well
as tools to stop and reverse the growing threat to all life,
toward preserving the Earth for future generations.
 
BEC participants noted how the Museum uses the power of
arts and climate change to educate and unite people. A mural
grounds the entire exhibition, progressing from black and
white, showing the evolution of the crisis, then transitioning
into vibrant colors to show action, optimism, hope and resolve. 

As it welcomes people of all ages, the Museum provides an
effective space for climate crisis education, dialogue,
inspiration and activities. Visitors can make suggestions and
write their resolutions on the climate crisis and post them on
colorful stickers on huge notice boards. Tom Goodhue noted
how” the Museum brings together scientific knowledge,
activism, and the skill of visual artists [in displays that]
brilliantly convey lots of information succinctly and remind
us not only to urge politicians to act for climate justice but also
to thank them when they do.”

The impact on its visitors of the Museum and its Exhibits is
obvious: As BEC member Milly Akinsulure pointed out,” One
leaves with an understanding of the implications of the
climate crisis, a sense of empowerment, inspiration for
change, hope, and a strong resolve to act for a better and safer
world for future generation.” 
The Museum is seeking a permanent year around location.
See https://climatemuseum.org/



David  King  a t tended  the  Apr i l  NYC
tra in ing   focused  on  promot ing  c l imate
so lut ions  needed  to  save  our  wor ld
ht tps : / /www.c l imaterea l i typro jec t .org

O T H E R  G R O U P S  O F  I N T E R E S T
THIRD ACT
Formed by  Bi l l  McKibben ,  a  long- t ime
c l imate  ac t iv i s t ,  and  i s  a imed a t  the  o lder
members  of  soc ie ty .
h t tps : / / th i rdac t .org/

GREENFAITH
A wor ld-wide  c l imate  ac t iv i sm group of
people  of  a l l  f a i ths .  R ivers ide  Church  i s
a l ready  par tner ing  wi th  them on var ious
pro jec t s .
h t tps : / /greenfa i th .org/  
 
NY RENEWS
NY Renews  i s  a  coa l i t ion  of  over  380
environmenta l ,  jus t i ce ,  f a i th ,  l abor  and
communi ty  groups  and  the  force  behind
the  nat ion ’ s  most  progress ive  c l imate
law.  NY Renews  i s  a t  
h t tps : / /www.nyrenews .org/  
 
WE ACT
B a s e d  i n  H a r l e m ,  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p l a c e  t o
g e t  s t a r t e d ,  th i s  d iverse  organiza t ion
empowers  and  organizes  low- income
people  of  co lor ,  and  works  on  many c i ty-
wide  i s sues  wi th  which  TRC i s  a l so
engaged ,   to  bui ld  hea l thy  communi t ies
for  a l l
h t tps : / /www.weact .org/
  

L O O K  C L O S E L Y  A T  E A C H  O F  T H E S E
G R O U P S  A N D  J O I N  O N E  M O S T  L I N K E D
T O  Y O U R  I D E A S .
 

AL GORE’S CLIMATE REALITY GROUP,
3000 STRONG,  HOSTS TRAINING

 
Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore’s 55th Climate
Reality Leadership Corps training drew nearly 3,000
attendees to the Jacob Javits Center across a two-day
summit designed for climate activists and the climate
curious from April 12-14.  
Participants joined from across the mid-Atlantic, the
northeast, and other parts of the world, all convening to
discuss the devastating effects of fossil fuel polluters and
the lack of supportive climate financing to protect the
environment. Speakers addressed such issues as climate
justice, advances in environmental policy and clean
energy, and the various grassroots groups who’ve helped
foster resilient communities.
Through breakout sessions; panel discussions with
podcasters, scientists, government officials, activists,
actors, and comedians; and networking opportunities,
attendees learned from experts and each other about
ways to protect and regenerate a healthy planet. 
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The next Beloved Earth Meeting: July 13 , at 1:00 p.m. on
Zoom. Watch for details.
To view this S.O.F. online, visit
www.trcnyc.org/belovedearthnewsletter

June  News le t ter  Contents  by  David  King ,
Mi l l i  Ak insu lure ,  Frances  Connel l ,  Mary
Pasquin i ,  Luvon Roberson .  Photo  group by
Claudia  Canas to .    Graphic  by  Jeremiah
Drake .  Other  photos  by  Creat ive  Commons .

   
WORLDWIDE,  CHILDREN AT WORK:  RECYCLING JUNK TO
TOYS TO CHAIRS TO BAGS TO BRICKS
   The  p ic tured  i tems  ( r ight )  were  made  of  sard ine  cans  wi th
bot t le  tops  for  whee l s  wi th  a  pu l l ing  s t r ing  a t tached ,  spec i f i ca l ly
from Sierra  Leone ;  the  minibus  was  made  of  scrap  meta l s ,  f rom
East  Afr ica .  Other  work  comes  f rom Mushin  School  in  Mumbai ,
India ,  where  s tudents  s i t  for  lunch  on  benches  made  f rom
recyc led  Tetra  Pak  Car tons .  

   In  par t s  o f  Afr ica ,  p las t i c s  tha t  b locks  dra inage  and  tha t ’ s  found
in  garbage  dumps  are  co l lec ted ,  washed  and  made  in to  school
bags ,  key  purses ,  e tc .  Other  re-cons t i tu ted  i tems  inc lude  robots
bui l t  f rom card  boxes  and  yogurt  conta iners ,  and  box  houses
made  f rom empty  mi lk  or  ju ice  car tons .

   Be low i s  a   l i s t  o f  v ideos  of  ch i ldren ' s  recyc l ing  ac t iv i t ie s  and
some chi ldren ' s  books  on  recyc l ing  and  sus ta inabi l i ty  :
h t tps : / /www.getepic . com/col lec t ion/293136/recyc l ing
ht tps : / /www.getepic . com/col lec t ion/263809/recyc l ing-and-
sus ta inabi l i ty
ht tps : / /www.unicef .org/wca/press-re leases/unicef-breaks-ground-
afr icas- f i r s t - i t s -k ind-recyc led-p las t i c -br ick- fac tory-c%C3%B4te

R E C I P E S  f o r  a  H E A L T H Y  P L A N E T
Here ’ s  an  in teres t ing  and  nutr i t iona l   vegetab le  broth .

ht tps : / /www.ea t ingbye la ine .com/no-was te-vegetab le-broth-
pressure-cooker-or-s tovetop/

And,  for  a  fa sc ina t ing  look  a t  how our  ea t ing  habi t s  are  leading  to
mass ive  ex t inc t ions  of  o ther  ear th  crea tures  and  p lants .  look  a t

th i s  summary  on   YouTube :  h t tps : / /youtu .be/KcJyXjs65rE?
s i=o_gqyxZFRH80s51

CLIMATE ACTION GROUPS, CONT.

L O O K I N G  F O R  H O P E ?
C l i c k  h e r e  o r  g o  t o

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v = o W 8 y y T o M b x w

 T o  s e e  t h e  U C C  E a r t h  D a y  S u m m i t  
w i t h  B i l l  M c K i b b e n  a n d  t h r e e  a w a r d - w i n n i n g
l o c a l  a c t i v i s t s  w h o  a c h i e v e d  a  v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t
o n e  o f  t h e  w o r d ’ s  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  o f  p l a s t i c s ,   
F o r m o s a  P l a s t i c s .  

We  call on Riversiders to protest the climate
crisis and care for the Earth through educational
programs, greening the church, changing our
lifestyles, and courageous political actions. For
more information, or to join, contact David King  
<davidking1089@gmail.com> or Claudia Canasto
< canastoclachi@gmail.com>
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