
 

Dr. Vernay Mitchell-McKnight 

Dr. Vernay Mitchell-McKnight is a re4red educator and anthropologist whose work encompasses 
interna4onal and domes4c research in communi4es and schools. She has extensive experience 
u4lizing ethnographic and other qualita4ve methods to uncover social and economic inequi4es. 
Her professional journey includes various significant roles: Senior Program Officer at the 
Academy for Educa4onal Development, collabora4ng with founda4ons such as the Carnegie 
Corpora4on and the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda4on; Research Associate at the Interna4onal 
Center for Coopera4on and Conflict Resolu4on; Research Analyst for Governor Mario Cuomo's 
Task Force on Bias-Related Violence; Site Evaluator for children’s health in West Africa for the 
Centers for Disease Control; and Qualita4ve Methods Consultant for the Icahn School of 
Emergency Medicine at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City. 

 

Dr. Mitchell-McKnight served as a public-school teacher for 12 years and as a K-12 health and 
science curriculum developer. Addi4onally, she has been an adjunct professor at Marist College, 
the College of New Rochelle, Teachers College, Columbia University, and City College of New 
York, teaching courses in anthropology and educa4on. Dr. Mitchell holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Educa4on from Boston University, an M.Ed. in Educa4on from Northeastern 
University, and both an M. Phil and a Ph.D. in anthropology from Columbia University. Examples 
of her interna4onal and domes4c work can be found at the link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5D_ygNpg7oE&t=13s 
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