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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  



Welcome to the RiveRside chuRch

Interdenominational  ·  Interracial  ·  International  ·  Open  ·  Affirming  ·  Welcoming

Worship is at the center of the life of The Riverside Church.   
As you prepare yourself for Worship, we invite you to reflect quietly on these words:

“The one thing that should never be said when someone dies is, “It is the will of 
God.” Never do we know enough to say that. My own consolation lies in knowing 
that it was not the will of God that Alex die; that when the waves closed over the 

sinking car, God’s heart was the first of all our hearts to break.”

 -Rev. Dr. William Sloane Coffin, Jr. from his sermon, “Alex’s Death”

THE LITURGICAL YEAR

The Riverside Church follows the liturgical calendar to mark the seasons of our life 
together. We are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known as Ordinary 
Time. It is signified by the green paraments and clergy stoles that represent new 
life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed from Pentecost until the beginning of 
Advent.

Bulletin cover image: Queer Icons by artist Gabriel Garcia Roman

““The subjects in the series are drawn from many facets of the gender and 
queer spectrum, and these images give visibility to a population that’s generally 
under-represented in the art world. Finding inspiration in portraiture styles of 
Renaissance, Flemish and Christian Orthodox paintings, the series aims to elevate 
these multi-dimensional, powerful and proud contemporary figures. From the 
queer Latina fighting for immigration rights to the non-binary disabled Trans 
Filipino, the artist perceived these figures as heroes in their own right.  Applying 
a chine-collé technique to the photogravure process, the artist transmutes his 
subjects into icons, dovetailing textured collage and photography into one-of-a-
kind prints. Though the depth of light in the prints gets flattened in the process, 
this repositions the portrayed “outsiders” as central to the narrative, just like  
saints-figures that are inherently worthy of attention, emulation, and storytelling.   
Much like traditional religious paintings conferred a sense of safety and meditative 
calm on a home; the works in this series aspire to provide a similar sense of refuge 
that’s drawn from the inner grace of the subjects and projected outwards onto a 
world that might not always be safe.   



GATHERING
We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God

CARILLON 
Variations on ‘Come Ye that Love the Lord’  Peter Paul Olejar

   Charles Semowich, carillonneur  

ORGAN  
Bye and Bye Spiritual, arr. William Farley Smith

Christopher Creaghan, organist

STRING ENSEMBLE   
Allegro, from ‘Eine Kleine Nachtmusik’ (K.525)        Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

The Riverside Youth String Ensemble
Kristina Giles, director

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Rev. Michael Livingston

CALL TO WORSHIP                 Rev. Debra Northern

  One:      Faithful God, you are present in every moment of our lives.  
All:      Your loving care has guided us through many storms. 

One:      You provide calm in times of worry.
All:      Your gracious spirit flows freely forever.

One:      We welcome You into our lives today. 
All:      Let Your spirit continue to guide us as we worship together in Your  

   name. 

INVOCATION 

OPENING HYMN 276
Great Is Thy Faithfulness    Faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be.

Refrain:
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

P



Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain

                                             LISTENING
We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Livingston

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON Rev. Northern
Job 38:1-11  
(page 484 in the Old Testament)      

 One:    The Word of God for the People of God.
All:     Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Rev. Livingston
Mark 4:35-41  
(page 39 in the New Testament)      

 One:    This is the Gospel of Christ.
All:     Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM 
More Love    Mark Miller
Four simple words we sing today. With these four words we ought to pray, and 
take to heart this sacred phrase: “More love, less hate.” It seems so easy on its 
face. Four words to heal the human race, and yet we struggle to create more love, 
less hate. For love we stand! More love in this land! Will you join? Come, take my 
hand! More love, less hate. When fear and violence touch our lives, hate separates, 
seeks to divide. Our faith in love won’t be denied. More love, less hate.  Just as the 
night gives way to dawn, justice shines forth before too long. Until that day we will 
sing on, “More love, less hate.” 

The Riverside Inspirational Choir 
Matthew Hommez, director

SERMON   Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper 

                                          Do You Not Care? 



RESPONDING

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through prayer,  
passing the peace, offering and monthly communion

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Northern

One:      The Lord be with you.
All:      And with your spirit.

One:      Lift up your hearts.
All:      We lift them up unto the Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Pray in the language or version of your heart. 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
Save us from the time of trial, but deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE Rev. Livingston
One:      The peace of the Lord be with you. 

 All:      And also with you.

INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE       Abosede George

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand  Spiritual, arr. Margaret Bonds
He’s got the whole world in His hand. He’s got the wood and the waters in His 
hand, He’s got the sun and the moon right in His hand, He’s got the whole 
world in His hand. He’s got the birds and the bees right in His hand, He’s got 
the beasts of the field right in His hand, He’s got the whole world in His hand. 
He’s got you and me right in His hand, He’s got everybody in His hand, He’s 
got the whole world in His hand.

Kendra Berentsen, soprano 

THE DOXOLOGY  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & DEDICATION              Rev. Livingston
Today we celebrate the ministry of our Scholarship Committee, which offers scholarships to 
accredited colleges, universities and vocational programs for youth involved in the ministry 
programs of the church. Every year The Millennial Scholarship Program awards thousands of 
dollars in scholarships to youth involved in our ministry programs.         

CLOSING HYMN 361
How Firm a Foundation   Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word!
What more can be said than to you God hath said,
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

”Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

”When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

”When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

”The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

SENDING

We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors 

BENEDICTION  Rev. Harper

POSTLUDE

War March of the Priests Felix Mendelssohn

Special thanks to our congregational leader: Abosede George



ABOUT RIVERSIDE
The Riverside Church is an interdenominational, interracial, international, open, 
welcoming, and affirming church and congregation. The church is a member of the 
American Baptist Churches, U.S.A. and the United Church of Christ. Riverside 
cooperates with the Council of Churches in the City of New York and with the 
New York State, National, and World Council of Churches. Whoever you are: You 
are safe here. You are loved here. You are invited into full participation in our life 
together.

Rev. Michael Livingston, Interim Senior Minister 
Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Senior Minister Emeritus

RIVERSIDE EMAIL LIST
Are you receiving our weekly emails? Check your junk folder, add us to your “safe 
sender list,” or visit trcnyc.org/Email to sign up. We want to make sure that you 
know all the latest news and events at The Riverside Church!

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY
For announcements of programs and events at The Riverside Church, please visit 
trcnyc.org/Events for more information and to download a copy.

WORSHIP ONLINE & ALL WEEK LONG
If you need more Riverside worship throughout the week, visit trcnyc.org/online 
to watch the Sunday morning Livestream, videos of the sermon and the choirs, 
and more. Be sure to watch The Word Made Fresh, our weekly video Bible Study, 
and catch up on Be Still and Go, our devotional podcast.



CONNECT WITH US.

trcnyc.org

Rev. Michael Livingston 
Interim Senior Minister 
mlivingston@trcnyc.org

Pastoral and Program Staff
Meighan Corbett 
Director of Stewardship & Development 
mcorbett@trcnyc.org

Christopher Creaghan 
Associate Organist 
ccreaghan@trcnyc.org

Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper 
Minister of Older Adults 
lharper@trcnyc.org

Rich Glassey 
Executive Director of Operations 
rglassey@trcnyc.org

Christopher Johnson 
Director of Music and Organist 
cjohnson@trcnyc.org

Rev. Jim Keat 
Digital Minister 
jkeat@trcnyc.org

Rev. Bruce Lamb 
Minister of Faith Formation 
blamb@trcnyc.org 

Amanda Meisenheimer 
Minister of Children & Families 
mmeisenheimer@trcnyc.org

Rev. Debra Northern 
Minister of Parish Care 
dnorthern@trcnyc.org

Carrie Quarquesso 
Coordinator for Worship & Arts  
cquarquesso@trcnyc.org 

CONTACT US:
To contact the church with general 
questions, call 212-870-6700 or email 
communications@trcnyc.org.

For full staff directory visit trcnyc.org/directory


