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Dear Members and Friends,

“I guess I’m trying to get everything done before I leave the Earth,” wrote the architect Frank Gehry, 91, from his home in Santa  
Monica, CA.  Just like all the rest of us, he is at home living into this Coronavirus reality.  He’s keenly aware of his mortality, like all the 
rest of us.  He lived through World War II and polio and so he believes “You can’t get yourself cornered into fear about things.”  Yet he 
described what is happening now as “scary” and especially as a parent and grandparent.  

And “scary” it is.  It is possible to be at home with occasional trips to the grocery store and walks in the park and feel disconnected from 
this uncomfortable time.  It’s happening to others, other families, not to me and mine.  To do this you have to get used to the masks you 
wear and the masks you see on others—and the discomfort you feel when someone isn’t wearing a mask and gets too close.  To do this 
you have to avoid print and social media, and all the news outlets broadcasting the grim reality of the spread of the Coronavirus and the 
illness and death that follows in its wake.  That’s possible and even wise at times.  We can take in too much information about what is 
happening and become depressed and lethargic, convinced we are powerless to do anything to fix this problem that won’t go away  
soon enough. 

We know though, that you and I can’t do that.  We are connected to what is going on, we are a part of the valor of essential workers, the 
sorrow and grief of the infected and their families, the profound inequities—glaring and heightened by the crisis.  Our faith opens our 
eyes and our hearts.  We see and we feel the pain of others as our own, the capacity for compassion and heroism is ours.  We suffer and 
triumph with all God’s people.  

More days, more infections, and we pray the spread is slowing and that we are wise enough and patient enough to stay home, even as 
the rush to return to normal increases.  Home is a refuge of small delights.  “…Nobody can cancel spring,” David Hockney, another artist 
wrote from his seclusion.  Let the embrace of spring, in the glory of the season of resurrection, cradle your hope for what we can learn 
within this moment as we look forward to what will surely follow.  
 
Grace and peace,
Rev. Michael Livingston
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Worship at Riverside
Worship of God is at the center of our life at The Riverside Church and our services reflect the diversity of who we are as the body of Christ. All are 
welcome as we seek to create a beloved community, nourish faith, and transform our world.
Carrie Quarquesso | Coordinator for Worship & Arts | cquarquesso@trcnyc.org

WORSHIPPING TOGETHER
On Easter Sunday nearly 1,000 worshippers came together online and by phone in celebration and community, and YouTube’s live chat 
room was filled with shouts of “He is Risen!” and “Hallelujah!!” 

Our Sunday morning service will continue to air each week on the homepage of our website, on our YouTube channel at youtube.com/
theriversidechurch, and by phone by dialing 888-689-8878 (toll-free) at 10:45 am to join the service from the beginning. The service 
will remain available by phone throughout the entire week until the following week’s service. 

We are physically distant but we are not alone! So whether we gather in person or virtually, we are still the church, sustained by the 
Spirit of God, especially in such a time as this. 

Don’t forget to wear your Pentecost red to Virtual Coffee Hour on Sunday, May 31st! Visit trcnyc.org/virtualcoffeehour to learn more. 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
Have you heard? Coffee hour is now virtual! Join us Sunday after worship for a virtual coffee 
hour where we will connect with one another and have a sermon talkback with Sunday’s 
preacher and other Riverside clergy. (Bring your own coffee!) To access the direct Zoom 
link, go to trcnyc.org/virtualcoffeehour 
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Parish Care
Parish Care offers pastoral support to the congregation and community, including our social services programs, Tower League programs and events, 
weddings, funerals, and more.
Rev. Debra Northern | Minister of Parish Care | dnorthern@trcnyc.org
Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper | Minister of Older Adults | lharper@trcnyc.org

OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES UPDATE 

While in-person programming is on hiatus, we know that our connections with one another are not. It is now more than ever that we 
draw upon and strengthen our faith through steadfast prayer, listening to the Spirit, and bridging the physical distance with spiritual 
care. Tower League members, B&P members, and so many others remain in touch by phone, email, cards, letters, and video chat. Rev. 
Northern, Dr. Hsien-yu Wang, and I are--and will continue to be--in contact with older congregants to support emotional, physical, and 
spiritual well-being. Please don’t hesitate to reach out. Please note a few items of interest:
While Tower League’s yearly in-person concert from Vocal Ease has been canceled, they sent us a special video performance to share 
with the group: youtu.be/PcVTvO0B6S0
There is now a toll-free call-in option for Riverside’s Sunday worship: 888-689-8878. Please share with anyone you know who may 
benefit from listening to worship through their telephone
If you are 65 years or older and need meals delivered, there are a few options available:  
Contact your local Senior Center: NYC Senior Center Locator
Call or email Aging Connect: 212-244–6469; agingconnect@aging.nyc.gov

NOT VANISHING: HOPEFUL PERSPECTIVES ON DEMENTIA 
Wednesday, May 13th | 3:00 pm | Webinar hosted by PSS Circle of Care.  
Presenter: Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper
Stigma, fear, and negative stereotypes often surround dementia, but more life-affirming approaches to this common and complex human 
condition are possible. Through sharing some of the experiences and insights that led her to write On Vanishing: Mortality, Dementia, and 
What It Means to Disappear , Rev. Harper will invite participants to expand their understanding of dementia beyond progressive vacancy 
and dread—making room for beauty, hope, friendship, and spiritual growth. Visit trcnyc.org/notvanishing to sign up.

NYC COMMUNITY & SOCIAL SERVICES RESOURCES

As we navigate the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic together, Riverside’s Social Services are pleased to share a selection of our 
NYC community and social services partners and resources at trcnyc.org/nycresources.
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Education Ministry & Faith Formation
The Riverside Church exists to nourish and grow the faith of everyone who comes to us seeking to know God. The programs of our Faith Formation 
ministry will help you explore your faith, ask challenging questions about life, and grow closer to God and one another.
Rev. Bruce Lamb | Minister of Faith Formation | blamb@trcnyc.org 
Amanda Meisenheimer | Minister of Children & Families | mmeisenheimer@trcnyc.org 
Clent Jones | Manager of Membership & Ministry Programs | cjones@trcnyc.org 
Linda Cole | Youth Ministry Associate | lcole@trcnyc.org

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH 
New Member Orientation Class 
Zoom Class 1- May 3rd | 3:00 pm | Via Zoom
Zoom Class 2 and Joining Sunday - May 10th | 3:00 pm | Via Zoom 
For Zoom links please email: education@trcnyc.org.  
Interested in joining The Riverside Church? Membership Orientation Classes 
will continue during this time via Zoom. Come check out our New Member 
Orientation Class and learn what it means to be a member of Riverside. Both 
classes are different and contain important information to integrate you into 
the life of the Riverside community. We’ll look at Riverside’s theology, the 
history of Riverside, how to get connected with different ministries, and more! 
Did you know that Riverside is a congregational church connected to the UCC 
and American Baptist denominations? To register contact Clent Paddio Jones 
at 212-870-6844 or via email at cjones@trcnyc.org.

WELCOME APRIL 2020 NEW MEMBERS

CHRIS LONCAR BERET LONCAR DYANA JEAN GLASGOW 

DAVID KING  ROBERT WILLIAMS 
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MORNING PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
Monday-Friday | 8:00 am | Via Zoom 
Everyone is invited to join the Riverside Church family for a short time of prayer 
and reflection each morning via Zoom or telephone led by the Faith Formation 
Ministry. We will meet Monday-Friday through May 15th. Please email  
blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.

 
OPEN BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays | 9:30 am | Via Zoom 
Join us Sunday Mornings for our weekly lectionary focused Bible Study via 
Zoom. We will pray, study scripture and check-in with each other. Please 
email blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.

 
RIVERSIDE BOOK CLUB  
May 9th | 11:00 am | Via Zoom 
Join the Riverside Book Club on May 9th via call-in/Zoom, for our discussion 
of The Cross and The Lynching Tree, by James H. Cone. To sign-up register 
at trcnyc.org/smallgroups.

THE EARTH, THE CITY, AND THE HIDDEN NARRATIVE OF RACE  
April 26 - Jun 14th | 2:00 pm | Led by Rev. Dr. Alan Bentz-Letts | Via Zoom 
This memoir by African-American architect Carl Anthony tells the story of his 
growing up in Philadelphia, education at Columbia, a trip to West Africa, and career 
assignments with the Urban Habitat Program, Ford Foundation, and “Breakthrough 
Communities.” Throughout Anthony broadens the role of the architect to include 
not only built structures, but also physical and spiritual survival, and equality and 
justice. Join us as we discuss this important book online! Sign-up at  
trcnyc.org/smallgroups.

CREATING SPACE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE & HEALING VIA A PUBLIC PERFORMANCE  
Thursdays through June | 6:30 pm | Led by Luvon Roberson | Via Zoom 
A small group study on the history of medical experimentation on Black Americans and how group study of medical apartheid in 
US history as well as the small group taking action for social justice via the arts & creativity can/may begin healing by educating 
ourselves and others on healthcare disparities in the US today. Sign-up at trcnyc.org/smallgroups.

ADULT EDUCATION 
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RIVERSIDE KIDS WORSHIP 
Sundays | Posted at 9:00 am | The CYF Facebook Group 
Join Amanda Meisenheimer for weekly worship, specially recorded for children and families each week. These 15-20 minute videos will be 
posted by 9:00 am each Sunday on our closed Facebook page (The Riverside Church NYC: Children, Youth, and Families group) or find 
them on the main Riverside Church Facebook page. 

CHILDREN YOUTH & FAMILIES

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES DAILY 2PM CHECK-IN 
Mondays-Fridays from 2:00 pm | Via Zoom 
Please email blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.

STAY IN TOUCH ON FACEBOOK 
Everyday | All day | Online 
Your Riverside Education Ministry is committed to providing helpful check-ins, resources, and connection during this season. 
The best way to find up-to-date opportunities for connection is by joining our Facebook page. And as always, Rev. Bruce Lamb 
and Amanda Meisenheimer are accessible via email. blamb@trcnyc.org and mmeisenheimer@trcnyc.org.

YOUTH
LET’S TALK YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays at 1:00 pm | Via Zoom 
The Riverside Church values our youth and understands the importance of their contribution to the life of our church. They are 
an integral part of our community and our worship. On Sundays  Middle and High School Youth meet for Sunday School faith 
formation and strong community building with each other via Zoom. Please email blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.
WEEKLY YOUTH CHECK-IN AND PRAYER  
Wednesdays from 5:00 pm | Via Zoom 
All Riverside Youth are invited to join for a midweek time of prayer, check-in and games on Zoom weekly.  
Email blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.

YOUNG ADULTS

RIVERSIDE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY ZOOM 
CHECK-IN CALL AND BIBLE STUDY  
Thursdays | 7:00 pm | Via Zoom 
To join us, email blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.

RIVERSIDE YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY FOR A 
VIRTUAL HAPPY HOUR/THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Tuesdays | 5:00 pm | Via Zoom 
Grab a beverage and join us on Zoom for community and 
conversation. I look forward to ending the workday/school 
day with you today. Email blamb@trcnyc.org for Zoom link.

JOIN THE RIVERSIDE YOUNG ADULT MAILING LIST 
In this huge city that seems to never pause, it is easy to 
be overcome by life’s busy-ness and lose yourself in the 
daily grind. At The Riverside Church, we are committed to 
connecting people between the ages of 18 and 35 to a vibrant 
community of peers as we pursue the life and hope that God 
has to offer. All are welcome as we seek to encounter one 
another in meaningful ways and to enjoy the gift of life and the 
diversity of God’s creation. Regardless of your race, age,  
socio-economic status, or who you love, you are welcome here. 
We send out regular Young adult e-news. For more information 
about Riverside’s Young Adult Ministry, or to be added to the 
email newsletter list, please email Rev. Bruce Lamb at  
blamb@trcnyc.org.
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Stewardship & Development
Christian stewardship is not just about how we use our money, it’s about how we live our lives in communion with God and each other. Using 
learning tools like worship, education, and dialogue Stewardship and Development supports and shapes people of faith as they strive to show 
generosity in every aspect of their lives and better understand the connection between faith and giving.
Kaitlin Cook | Director of Stewardship & Development | kcook@trcnyc.org 
Kelsey Scott | Manager of Annual Giving, Stewardship & Development | kscott@trcnyc.org 
Solidad Nwakibu | Coordinator of Stewardship & Development | snwakibu@trcnyc.org

#RESPONDINGTOGETHER
We will be gathering words of gratitude from Riversiders! Email  
stewardship@trcnyc.org if you have a story to share during these times!
Words from Luvon Roberson:
I am hoping to be able to give more to my beloved church community over the 
next months! Let us continue to pray in this coronavirus time! Let us see that our 
shared global history opens -- as Rev. Antal preached on April 19th -- a portal to 
new ways of being & doing justice in this world!

GIVING TUESDAY IS MAY 5TH
Hello! Giving Tuesday is back-- and sooner than we expected! A global threat like 
COVID-19 affects more than just the infected and we must bind together to help. Mark 
your calendars and join us and many around the world for a global day of giving fueled by the 
power of social media and collaboration! Join Riverside May 5th  on Facebook as we respond 
together for a day of generosity to make a positive impact on the many Riverside ministries 
that are in support of COVID-19 relief! Share this message with your network and the 
broader community on your page to get the word out-- the more the merrier!  
#GivingTuesday. 

Music at Riverside
For over 85 years the music program has drawn people from around the world to The Riverside Church. From our five choirs, to our carillon and four 
organs, to our renowned musicians, guests are certain to hear music that enlivens and nourishes the soul. Visit trcnyc.org/music to find out more.
Christopher Johnson | Director of Music & Organist | cjohnson@trcnyc.org 
Christopher Creaghan | Associate Organist | ccreaghan@trcnyc.org 

AN UPDATE FROM US:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Music Department events 
on the calendar through early June are cancelled, including the 
handbell festival, rising voices luncheon, Christ Chapel concert 
and the strings and youth choir concert. Please visit  
trcnyc.org/music for further updates.

Lay Leadership Election
ANSWERING GOD’S CALL TO SERVE: RUNNING FOR 
ELECTED LAY LEADERSHIP:
Due to COVID-19, the Church Council has approved a rec-
ommendation from the Nominating Committee to postpone 
the annual meeting and election of officers from May, 2020 to 
September, 2020 or later. No fixed date has been set at this time. 
Check for updates at trcnyc.org/layleadership.
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WHOEVER 
YOU ARE:

You are safe here.
You are loved here.

You are invited into full 
participation in our life together.
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Mission and Social Justice
“You can pray until you faint, but unless you get up and try to do something, God is not going to put it in your lap.”   
—Fannie Lou Hamer

Live Justice Now is an ongoing initiative of Riverside’s Mission & Social Justice ministries as we take action in response to the 
great need for truth, justice, and compassion in our world. Many of our opportunities to take action arise in real time with short 
notice and are not listed here. To sign up for our mailing list, please visit our table at Coffee Hour or email Kevin VanHook at 
kvanhook@trcnyc.org.
Rev. Kevin VanHook | Minister of Justice, Advocacy, & Change | kvanhook@trcnyc.org 
Charity Radway | Administrative Assistant for Justice, Advocacy, & Change | cradway@trcnyc.org 

As your lay leadership and pastoral staff continue to monitor the best practices in response to the COVID-19 virus, out of an abundance 
of caution, and following both the guidance of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the best practices of other large 
faith communities, all in-person Mission and Social Justice (MSJ) programming will be on hiatus until further notice. Though our  
previously scheduled in-person meetings will stop, our commitment to working together for a more just society will certainly continue. In 
this season, as we are limited in the ways we can gather, our Mission and Social Justice team has worked to streamline opportunities for 
members of our community to continue to engage in justice, advocacy, and change. Additionally, regular updates and schedule changes will
be posted on the church’s website and the weekly Life of the Community newsletter. For more information about our Mission and Social
Justice ministries, follow us on twitter at @LiveJusticeNow or request to be placed on our listserv by emailing msj@trcnyc.org.

ZERO WASTE @ RIVERSIDE: VOLUNTEER AS A BIN  MONITOR!
Be a part of the change we all need to be to save the planet! In the weeks ahead, you can get started by signing up for a one-hour “on 
the job” training experience as a “compost bin monitor.” Learn how something as simple separating recyclable and compostable materials 
reduces landfill and the climate-damaging methane landfill produces. For more information, please email susanwersan@gmail.com.
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SAVE THE DATE!

MASS POOR PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY & MARCH 
ON WASHINGTON REIMAGINED
Due to COVID-19, the Mass Poor People’s Assembly & Moral 
March on Washington June 20th won’t happen physically in 
Washington, D.C., but it won’t be postponed or canceled, either 
- it’s going digital!

Our strategy for building a long-term moral fusion movement 
has not changed. Indeed, this global pandemic makes our work 
ever more urgent. We must bring together poor and low-wealth 
people, religious leaders and advocates to lift up the 140 million 
who are being abandoned in the midst of abundance. We must 
continue to organize at this critical moment to shift the moral 
narrative, build power, and impact elections and policies.

To register please visit poorpeoplescampaign.org/june2020 or 
for more information for the NYS Poor People’s Campaign, 
contact Arelis Figueroa aremfigue@gmail.com.

Given the importance of voting, our church will continue to monitor changes in these deadlines and will provide updates as they are 
released. Note, these dates may change in response to COVID-19.
NEW YORK
2. STATE ELECTION PRIMARY – TUE, JUN 23RD

A.    IN-PERSON REGISTRATION DEADLINE – FRI, MAY 29TH
B.    MAIL REGISTRATION DEADLINE – POSTMARKED BY MAY 29TH & RECEIVED BY WED, JUN 3RD

3. GENERAL ELECTION – TUE, NOV 3RD
A.    IN-PERSON REGISTRATION DEADLINE – SAT, OCT 10TH
B.    MAIL REGISTRATION DEADLINE – POSTMARKED BY FRI, OCT 9TH & RECEIVED BY WED, OCT 14TH

NEW JERSEY
1.    PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY – TUE, JUN 2ND

A.   REGISTRATION DEADLINE – TUE, MAY 12TH
2.    GENERAL ELECTION – TUE, NOV 3RD

A.   REGISTRATION DEADLINE – TUE, OCT 13TH
PENNSYLVANIA
2.    GENERAL ELECTION – TUE, NOV 3RD

  A.   REGISTRATION DEADLINE – MON, OCT 5TH

KEY DATES FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN 2020
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BELOVED EARTH COMMUNITY 
May 3rd | 1:00 pm | Via Zoom
Beloved Earth a group of passionate climate activists who take 
to heart the Church’s mission to care for creation. Contact Alan 
Bentz-Letts at alanbentzletts@gmail.com or Regina Tate at 
mariposa21355@yahoo.com for more information and to get 
involved. Please email Regina Tate or Alan Bentz-Letts for 
 Zoom link.

THEATRE OF THE OPPRESSED 
Sundays, beginning May 3rd | 1:00 pm | Google Chat
This ministry uses theatre as a means of empowering participants 
to become actors in movements for social and political change. 
Originating in Brazil, this technique teaches participants 
about their power and agency within institutions and systems. 
For more information, please contact Jeremiah Drake at 
theatreoftheoppressedtrc@gmail.com.

THE SHARING FUND OF THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH
May 4th | 6:30 pm | Via Zoom 
Did you know that 10% of your gifts to Riverside go to grassroots 
projects beyond our walls? That’s the Sharing Fund. Want more 
info? Like to join the committee of volunteers who review 
applications for these grants? There are some openings now for 
folks who are committed to social justice out in the world.

MARANATHA FELLOWSHIP MEETING
May 10th | 1:00 pm | Via Zoom 
Maranatha is a community of LGBTQ+ individuals and their 
allies who seek to foster greater understanding and equity for 
people of diverse sexual and gender identities. Whether you 
have been out for decades, love someone who is LGBTQ+, or are 
questioning, you are welcome to join us!

LATINO MINISTRIES FELLOWSHIP 
May 17th | 1:00 pm | Via Zoom
Latino Ministries brings together Latino/as and their allies in 
the congregation and community for education and activism 
around the political, cultural, and spiritual issues facing Latino/
communities. We celebrate the diversity of Latino/a culture and 
life through spiritual fellowship, education, and the arts. Please 
contact Arelis Figueroa at afigueroa@trcnyc.org for  
more information.

PRISON MINISTRY 
May 24th | 1:00 pm | Conference Call
The Riverside Church Prison Ministry conducts advocacy and 
outreach programs on behalf of incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated people, their families, and their communities. 
One of the most compelling needs of the grossly underserved 
population we serve is the need to be heard, which our volunteers 
from a range of backgrounds address through advocating 
on their behalf, working for progressive policies and raising 
awareness about the issues many people face—issues including 
reintegration, unjust parole denials, mass incarceration, and the 
collateral damage of incarceration on families and communities.

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
ECCLESIA MINISTRY
Often called “the church without walls,” Ecclesia is a radically open 
and affirming fellowship of individuals who desire to be in community 
with the poor and marginalized of our society. We share in worship 
and lunch every month. All are welcome to visit and join us. For 
more information, please contact Doug Miller at  
mil42944@aol.com.

BLACK LIVES MATTER
The Black Lives Matter committee will meet for discussion and 
fellowship, and to strategize about Homecoming and the upcoming 
year. For more information and to get involved in this ministry, 
please contact Ruby Sprott at rubysprott@gmail.com.

AFRICAN FELLOWSHIP
African Fellowship is a community of Africans and friends of Africa 
who gather monthly to celebrate African heritage, have spiritual 
fellowship. And discuss issues that impact Africans on the continent 
and in the diaspora. The current chair of African Fellowship is 
George Filie-Faboe. 

SOJOURNERS ICE DETENTION VISITATION
Break the isolation and befriend an asylum-seeker. We welcome 
volunteers to be pen-pals, twice-monthly visitors to the detention 
center or contributors for phone cards and commissary purchased 
on behalf of detained migrants. For more information and to join 
our team of Sojourners, please contact Frances Connell at frances.
connell@gmail.com or Craig Lemley at craigLL@yahoo.com. 

MEN’S CLASS
The Men’s Class serves the congregation, and community of 
Riverside through spiritual, educational, and fellowship programs 
that encourage a more just & equitable society. 

ONGOING REGULAR MEETINGS
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Digital Ministry
We all encounter God in different ways.  In an increasingly digital world, that includes videos, podcasts, and online media. Engage the Riverside 
community wherever you are through our original digital content. 
Rev. Jim Keat | Digital Minister | jkeat@trcnyc.org | Twitter @IdeasDoneDaily

DEEPEN YOUR FAITH WITH RIVERSIDE’S   
ORIGINAL DIGITAL  MINISTRY CONTENT

BE STILL AND GO
Riverside’s devotional podcast continues with weekly episodes designed to be listened to 
while you do everyday tasks – take a walk, make dinner, wash your hands, have a cup of 
coffee, etc. And yes, you can still enjoy each week’s devotional reflection with whatever 
you find yourself doing. You can listen to every episode at trcnyc.org/BeStillAndGo or by 
searching for Be Still and Go wherever you listen to podcasts. As our world continues to 
face an ongoing health crisis, we must continue to deepen our faith and our commitment 
to social justice.

THE WORD MADE FRESH
The Word Made Fresh is a weekly video Bible study that explores an upcoming lectionary 
text from a progressive point of view. Join Rev. Jim Keat, Riverside’s Digital Minister, for a 
commentary and conversation that will invite you to look at the Bible in a fresh way for our 
lives and our world. Visit trcnyc.org/TheWordMadeFresh to watch the latest video.

The Riverside Hawks
The Riverside Hawks academic/athletic program is a year-round organization serving more than 300 boys 
and girls who live primarily in the New York Metropolitan area. Founded in 1961, the Riverside Hawks have 
long been nationally recognized for its success and leadership in the field of youth development. The Riverside 
Hawks promote athletic achievement, educational excellence and character development for our student 
athletes. To learn more please visit us at www.riversidehawks.org.
Tony Hargraves | Program Director | ahargraves@riversidehawks.org 
Danny Colon | Director of Operations | dcolon@riversidehawks.org
Kevin Steward | Associate Program Director | ksteward@riversidehawks.org

Weekday School
The Riverside Church Weekday School is a progressive, play-based, independent early childhood school 
serving families with children ages two through five in New York City. To learn more please visit us at  
www.wdsnyc.org.
Debra Frankel | Head of School | DFrankel@wdsnyc.org 
Carla Buranelli-Secor | Director Of Admissions/Exmissions | CBuranelli-Secor@wdsnyc.org
Daina Cernauskas | Director of Communications/Strategy | DCernauskas@wdsnyc.org
Fallon Watson | Director of Programming | FWatson@wdsnyc.org

WEEKDAY SCHOOL UPDATE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL 
As we continue to navigate our new normal, The Weekday School family has been supporting one 
another through virtual connectivity daily. In addition to our virtual classrooms that meet  
regularly, we have been able to furnish engaging content, ongoing school support, Parent Workshops, 
and meaningful learning opportunities. Please join us on facebook.com/WeekdayNYC and  
instagram.com/weekdaynyc as we learn together and continue to build both our school and  
community virtually! 
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Below are the typical meeting dates, times, and locations for select Commissions/Committees. Always contact the Commission 
Committee in advance to confirm meeting dates, times, and room locations, especially for meetings that fall on holidays and during 
the summer. All dates, times, and locations are subject to change without notice.

Audit Committee
Quarterly at Call of Chair

Church Council
Monday, May 25 at 6:45 p.m. 

Education Commission
Monday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. 

MSJ Commission
Monday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. 

Personnel & Salary Committee
Monday, May 4th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Budget & Planning Committee
Thursday, May 21st at 6:30 p.m. 

Executive Committee
Monday, May 18th at  5:30 p.m.  

Conference Call

Nominating Committee
Tuesday, May 12th at 6:30 p.m

Sharing Fund Committee
Monday, May 4th at 6:30 p.m. 

Stewardship Committee
Thursday, May 19th at 6:30 p.m. 

Riverside Development Committee
Saturday, May 16th at 10:00 a.m.

Building Committee
Tuesday, May 19th at 7:00 p.m. 

Membership & Parish Life Comm.
Monday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m. 

Ordination Committee
Tuesday, May 19th at 6:45 p.m. 

Social Services Committee
Sunday, May 3rd at 1:00 p.m. 

Worship Commission
Monday, May 11th at 6:45 p.m. 

Select Commission & Committee Meetings

Most meetings are continuing during their regularly scheduled time via Zoom or conference call. Please contact 
your Committee/Commission representatives or Staff Liaison to confirm meeting and to receive call-in  
information.

For a complete list of Calendar of Events 
please visit trcnyc.org/events

Or please scan the QR code below 
with your mobile devices.
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Riverside Development Committee
The purpose of the Riverside Development Committee (RDC) is to lead the congregation and staff of The Riverside Church in the development of 
a comprehensive strategic plan to address how our property can be more effectively used not only to positively impact our community but also to 
ensure our long-term fiscal sustainability. See more of our work at www.trcnyc.org/rdc.

Revelation 21:4-5 says: ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”
Dear Riverside Church Family,
We pray you are well and safe. As Riverside Church reflects on its rich 90-year history, we prayerfully seek to envision what the Next 90 
years of our vibrant community will look like. To that end, we are continuing the work of developing a plan that combines money with  
mission and achieves both social justice objectives and financial sustainability. We’re pleased to provide our latest updates as we march 
forward towards delivering a plan to the congregation by the end of 2020:

ASK RDC 
May 17th | During Coffee Hour | Online
Many of you may have questions about the history, purpose and next steps of Riverside’s Development Committee and our role in the 
Project. We’ve created a forum for you to engage, ask questions and share ideas. Please join us for the kickoff of “Ask RDC” Sunday, May 
17 after the main service, during coffee hour (online only). We will begin having regular dialogues with you, the  Riverside community, to 
collect your feedback and flesh out a plan that addresses our most pressing needs while driving sustainability that aligns money with mission.

THE NEXT 90 SPEAKER SERIES 
REV. DR. SAM WELLS
May 31st | 12:30pm | Preaching, followed by a Talkback Session | Online

We are thrilled to announce the Sam Wells will be virtually visiting The Riverside Church to 
talk with us about the principles of social enterprise and how they can be integrated into the 
life and mission of the church. Rev. Dr Sam Wells has been Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
since 2012. He has served as a parish priest for 20 years – 10 of those in urban priority areas. 
He also spent 7 years in North Carolina, where he was Dean of Duke University Chapel. 
Sam is also Visiting Professor of Christian Ethics at King’s College, and a member of the 
Multi-Stakeholder Council that advises the G20 meetings. He is a regular contributor to 
Thought for the Day on BBC Radio 4’s Today program. He has published 30 books, including 
works on Christian ethics, ministry, liturgy, and preaching.

We kicked off our monthly Next 90 Speaker Series in February with Pastor Jonathan Brooks, 
“Pastah J”, senior minister of Chicago’s Canaan Community Church. Pastah J, led a dynamic 
session where he outlined the steps Canaan took to become a sustainable community church. 
If you were not able to attend, you can view the replay at trcnyc.org/rdc.  And in April, in 
celebration of Earth Day, the Development Committee teamed up with Riverside’s Beloved 
Earth community to invite Rev. Jim Antal, denominational leader, climate activist, author and 
public theologian, to Riverside’s virtual pulpit. He serves as Special Advisor on Climate Justice to the General Minister and President of the 
United Church of Christ. Please enjoy his sermon by visiting https://youtu.be/Gw7A6saoQPM.

REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 
The Real Estate Assessment Subcommittee is continuing its research into the possible uses of Riverside’s two block campus. The 
 Subcommittee recently hired a firm to perform a zoning study. This study provided the possibilities for development of our campus.  
In addition, the subcommittee is also in the process of commissioning a Property Condition Report to determine the condition of  
McGiffert Hall and the costs of upkeep and repair. This report will give us guidance for the future development of our campus, both near 
term and long term. Additionally, to assist the church in understanding the possibilities for our two block campus, the Real Estate  
Assessment Subcommittee is currently interviewing real estate professionals who can guide us through the process of developing and  
narrowing the possibilities for development of the property in coordination with staff and the congregation.
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ENGAGE WITH THE RDC
Get involved in our work in a number of ways:
           ·   Attending our monthly meeting on the 3rd Saturday of the month at 10:00 am. Please email Phil at ptom@trcnyc.org or       
               Ugochi at uonyeukwu@trcnyc.org for zoom info.                       ·    
           ·   Contact the RDC at RDC@trcnyc.org to learn more.
           ·   Follow our work at www.trcnyc.org/rdc 
Your Riverside Development Committee

Clergy On Call
Pastoral Care is pleased to offer Clergy on Call when there 
is a life event or crisis which creates a need for pastoral care 
outside of regular office hours. Congregants may reach Clergy 
on Call by calling 212.870.6712, and a member of the clergy will 
respond as soon as possible.

Clergy On Call is specifically designated for Riverside members 
who are experiencing an emergency such as illness, death, 
accident, or hospitalization as well as those who urgently 
require prayer. 

Please be aware that financial assistance and other social service-
related calls will not be responded to by Clergy on Call.

For pastoral needs during business hours, contact the Parish 
Care Office at 212.870.6909.

Alert Compassionate Care
Do you know of someone who can't make it to church due to 
illness, surgery, crisis, or other challenge? Have you noticed 
someone missing from their regular seat in the pew?  Have a 
prayer request? 

If you think that one of our brothers or sisters might be in 
need of compassionate care, or if you have a personal prayer 
request, please take a moment to let us know. If you know 
something, say something. Contact the Office of Parish Care 
212.870.6741 or email dnorthern@trcnyc.org.

Receive Congregational Care Info
Subscribe to email updates on prayer requests, illnesses, and 
memorial services at http://tinyurl.com/trccareupdates.

Questions? Comments? 
Contact Riverside Communications
Have questions about Riverside events? Does your ministry or 
group have news to share? Send your questions, comments, or 
news to communications@trcnyc.org.

Brian Simpson Director of Communications & Strategy 
bsimpson@trcnyc.org | 212.870.6765 

Rev. Jim Keat Digital Minister 
jkeat@trcnyc.org 

Jones Acquah Communications Coordinator 
jacquah@trcnyc.org | 212.870.6813

Support Riverside by Shopping Online Anytime!
You can now support The Riverside Church’s programs and ministries by shopping online anytime at trcnyc.org/shop. 
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Whoever you are: You are safe here. You are loved here. You are 
welcome into full participation in our life together.
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