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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



Welcome to the RiveRside chuRch

Worship is at the center of the life of The Riverside Church.  As you prepare 
yourself for Worship, we invite you to reflect quietly on these words:

“Sow the living part of yourselves in the furrow of life.”

– Miguel de Unamuno

Rev. Bertram Johnson will be leading a Sermon Talkback in the front of the Nave 
following today’s worship service.

Jesus the teacher

This is week three in our four-part series entitled “Jesus the Teacher.” Each week 
we will be asking a question that begins, “How did you learn…?”  In the front 
of the Nave you will find a chalkboard and post-it notes where you can leave a 
question you might have about Scripture, God, faith, or maybe the Church. We 
invite you to start a discussion with the people in your life and let Jesus be your 
teacher!

if this is your first visit: 
Complete a Welcome Card and place it in the offering plate as it passes.

Join us for Fellowship Hour in South Hall Lobby directly after Worship. As 
you leave the Nave, take a right and follow the hallway past Christ Chapel. 
Signs and greeters are available to provide direction. You’ll find fair trade coffee 
from Javesca Coffee, a children’s play area, a greeting area to learn about 
membership at Riverside, and indoor seating. 

A church tour is offered each Sunday after Worship free of charge. Meet in the 
1st balcony. Tours also take place on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 1:00 
p.m. and 3:00 p.m. leaving from the Gift Shop. No reservations are necessary.

Assistive hearing devices and large print bulletins are available upon request 
from an usher. 

Interdenominational  ·  Interracial  ·  International  ·  Open  ·  Affirming  ·  Welcoming

the LiturgicaL year

The Riverside Church follows the liturgical calendar to mark the seasons of our life 
together. We are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known as Ordinary 
Time. It is signified by the green paraments and clergy stoles that represent new 
life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed from Pentecost until the beginning of 
Advent.



GATHERING
We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God

CARILLON
Meditation: My Lord, what a morning                                         Leen ‘t Hart

Dionisio Lind, Carillonneur 

ORGAN
Fantasia in G Major (BWV 572)                       J. S. Bach

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY           Rev. Michael Livingston                                   

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 483   
Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above  Mit Freuden zart

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 119                    Rev. Rachel Johnson

Leader:  Your word is a lamp to my feet 
  and a light to my path. 
All:   Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, 
  and teach me your ordinances. 
Leader:  Your decrees are my heritage forever; 
  they are the joy of my heart. 
All:   I incline my heart to perform your statutes  
  forever, to the end. Come let us worship!

INVOCATION

LISTENING
We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching

A TEACHING MOMENT          Ms. Mandy Meisenheimer and Rev. Jim Keat

SOLO
Wide, Deep, Troubled Water        John Jacob Niles
I know a wide river, ‘taint no Mississippi, ‘taint no Muskegee, ‘taint no muddy 
back-wash betwixt my God and me. Wide, dark, troubled water, Jordan, 
Jordan, betwixt me and my God. Wide, dark, troubled water, build me a 
bridge over yonder into campground. I know a holy Promise, ‘taint no idle 
talkin’, ‘taint no deacon’s shout, it’s the story of salvation what the Bible tells 
about. Wide, dark, troubled water, Jordan, Jordan, betwixt me and my God. 
Wide, dark, troubled water, build me a bridge over yonder into campground.

Diana Solomon-Glover, soprano

All who are able, please stand



HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON        Mr. Geoff Martin
Genesis 25:19-34
(page 21 in the Old Testament)

Leader:      The Word of God for the People of God.
People:    Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON    Rev. Geraldine Howard                                
Romans 8:1-11 
(page 157 in the New Testament)

Leader:      The Word of God for the People of God.
People:    Thanks be to God.

HYMN
Almighty God, Your Word is Casti     St. Flavian
Almighty God, your Word is cast 
Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heaven descend 
And righteous fruits abound.
Let not the sly satanic foe 
This holy seed remove, 
But give it root in every heart 
To bring forth fruits of love.
Let not the world’s deceitful cares 
The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundred fold 
The fruits of peace and joy.
So when the precious seed is sown,  
Your quick’ning grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive 
Its saving power may know.

GOSPEL LESSON                         Ms. Sarah Bogdan
Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23 
(page 13 in the New Testament)
Leader:      This is the Gospel of Christ.
People:    Thanks be to God.

SERMON   Rev. Bertram Johnson
Sow What?

All who are able, please stand



All who are able, please stand

RESPONDING
We respond to the hearing of God’s word through confession, offering, 

passing the peace, and monthly communion 

PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Livingston
Leader:      The Lord be with you.
People:    And with your spirit.
Leader:      Lift up your hearts.
People:    We lift them up unto the Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Pray in the language or version of your heart. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE                                              
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you.  
People:   And also with you.

INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE     Rev. Rachel Johnson

OFFERTORY SOLO 
We Shall Behold Him Dottie Rambo
The sky shall unfold, preparing His entrance. The stars shall applaud Him 
with thunders of praise. The sweet light in His eyes, shall enhance those 
awaiting and we shall behold Him, then face to face. O we shall behold 
Him, we shall behold Him, face to face in all of His glory. O we shall behold 
Him, yes we shall behold Him, face to face, our Savior and Lord. The angel 
will sound the shout of His coming and the sleeping shall rise from their 
slumbering place. And those remaining shall be changed in a moment and 
we shall behold Him, then face to face. We shall behold Him, O yes we shall 
behold Him, face to face in all of His glory. We shall behold Him face to face, 
our Savior and Lord. We shall behold Him, our Savior and Lord!

Diana Solomon-Glover, soprano



All who are able, please stand

AT THE PRESENTATION: THE DOXOLOGY 
The congregation rises row by row as ushers pass to symbolize offering of our whole selves to God

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION   Rev. Rachel Johnson        

SENDING
We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP  Rev. Bertram Johnson

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL HYMN 288
I Sing the Mighty Power of God    Ellacombe

POSTLUDE    
Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals Sigfrid Karg-Elert



Life of our Community

For announcements of programs and events in the church, please pick up 
the Life of Our Community bulletin located in the back of the pew or outside the 
Welcome Center.  Or visit our website www.trcnyc.org.

Special thanks to our congregational leaders: 
Geoff Martin, Rev. Geraldine Howard and Sarah Bogdan.

Cover art: Parables  © 2017  Laura James  |  Eyekons

Liturgical Resources for Today: 
i From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright ©1995 The Pilgrim Press. 
Permission is granted for this one-time use.



A Teaching Moment – please enjoy these activities for our 
“younger” family members as we worship together this summer.

COLOR THIS WEEK’S PICTURE

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23





In Matthew 13, Jesus tells a parable about the four 
different types of soil - the path, the rocky soil, the 
thorny plants' soil, and the good soil and says these 
kinds of soil are like different kinds of hearts. Draw 
each of these soils in the four boxes. In the box with 
the good soil, draw what you imagine could bloom 
and grow there because it had good soil. What kind 
of heart is represented by good soil, do you think?  

Try to find the words from Genesis 25 in the word 
search below. Words may go up OR down and 
forward OR backward.



GARDEN SEEK AND FIND



Senior Minister’s Office
Rev. Dr. Amy Butler 
Senior Minister - abutler@trcnyc.org

Rev. Michael Livingston 
Executive Minister - mlivingston@trcnyc.org

Rev. Dr. James Forbes 
Senior Minister Emeritus

Communications
Rev. Rachel Johnson 
Director of Communications & Public Relations 
- rjohnson@trcnyc.org

Rev. Jim Keat 
Associate Minister of Digital Strategy & Online 
Engagement - jkeat@trcnyc.org

Faith Formation
Rev. Kevin Wright 
Minister of Education - kwright@trcnyc.org

Ms. Amanda Meisenheimer, MDiv 
Associate Minister of Children and Families - 
ameisenheimer@trcnyc.org

Rev. Kevin Vandiver 
Associate Minister of Youth and Young Adults - 
kvandiver@trcnyc.org

Music
Mr. Christopher Johnson 
Director of Music and Organist - 
cjohnson@trcnyc.org

Parish Care
Rev. Debra Northern 
Minister of Parish Care - 
dnorthern@trcnyc.org

Rev. Lynn Casteel-Harper
Associate for Parish Care – lharper@trcnyc.org

Social Justice
Rev. Bertram Johnson 
Minister of Justice, Advocacy & Change -  
bjohnson@trcnyc.org 

Stewardship & Development
Ms. Christian Peele, MDiv 
Director of Stewardship & Development - 
cpeele@trcnyc.org

Ms. Farley Lord, MDiv 
Senior Major Gifts Officer - flord@trcnyc.org

Rev. Dustin Pickett 
Senior Individual Gifts Officer - 
dpickett@trcnyc.org

Worship & the Arts
Rev. Ellen Robison 
Minister of Worship & the Arts - 
erobison@trcnyc.org

Contact Us: 
To contact the church with general 
questions, call 212-870-6700 or email 
communications@trcnyc.org.

CONNECT WITH RIVERSIDE’S PASTORAL & PROGRAM STAFF

TALK WITH THE PREACHER
Read Pastor Amy’s blog online at talkwiththepreacher.org. 
Printed copies are also available in the Welcome Center/Gift Shop.

Pastor Amy is available for conversations with members by appointment. 
Please email srminister@trcnyc.org or call 212-870-6775 to arrange an appointment.

Parking - 7/16/2017 
Parking is available in the garage below the building. Present this bulletin to the attendant 
before 6:00 p.m. for a reduced rate of $4.00 cash or $5.00 credit card. 

The Riverside Church is a member of the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A. and the United 
Church of Christ and cooperates with the Council of Churches in the City of New York, and 
with the New York State, National, and World Council of Churches.

trcnyc.org


