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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER



Welcome to the RiveRside chuRch

Worship is at the center of the life of The Riverside Church.  As you prepare 
yourself for Worship, we invite you to reflect quietly on these words:

“When the Spirit was given by the risen one, he overturned everything 
and set it on fire. Then the disciples were able to become a life-sharing 
community, and only then did their love overflow. They were all on fire 
with the same burning love, which drew them irresistibly and for always 

together. Love had become in them a “holy must. Just as Jesus had always 
wanted to gather his nearest friends and pupils, whom we call disciples, so 

the Spirit drew the early Christians radically to one another.” 

–Eberhard Arnold

if this is your first visit: 
Complete a Welcome Card and place it in the offering plate as it passes.

Join us for Fellowship Hour in South Hall Lobby directly after Worship. As 
you leave the Nave, take a right and follow the hallway past Christ Chapel. Signs 
and Greeters are available to provide direction.  You’ll find fair trade coffee 
from Javesca Coffee, a children’s play area, a greeting area to learn about 
membership at Riverside, and indoor seating. 

Our regular church tour is replaced today by the Open House NY tours at1 and 
3 p.m.

Assistive hearing devices and large print bulletins are available upon request 
from an usher. 

the LiturgicaL year

The Riverside Church follows the liturgical calendar to mark the seasons of our life 
together. We are currently in the season of Eastertide, a period of 50 days following 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ until Pentecost. The liturgical color of Eastertide 
is white, which symbolizes the hope of the resurrection, as well as the purity and 
newness that comes from victory over sin and death, as signified by the paraments 
and clergy stoles.

On Sunday, June 4 we will be celebrating Pentecost. Everyone is invited to wear 
red to signify the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in our world.



GATHERING
We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God

CARILLON
Meditation on: Sonatine II                                   Sjef van Balkom

Dionisio Lind, Carillonneur 

ORGAN
Meditation                                              Gabriel Duponte
Chorale Prelude on “The Ash Grove”                  David Cherwein

LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY                                Rev. Amy Butler

JAMES WASHINGTON AWARD                                 Ms. Alexa Donaphin 
 Allanah Salter  •  Monique Fortune

ANTHEM                                              
Jesus Loves Me                                                                                        Traditional 

Cherub Choir 
Sharon Pritchard, director

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 376   
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling             Hyfrydol

CALL TO WORSHIP FROM PSALM 66               Ms. Christian Peele
Leader:  Bless our God, O peoples, 
  let the sound of God’s praise be heard,
People:  who has kept us among the living, 
  and has not let our feet slip.

Leader:  I will come into your house with burnt-offerings; 
  I will pay you my vows,
People:  those that my lips uttered 
  and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.

Leader:  Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
  and I will tell what God has done for me.
People:  But truly God has listened; 
  God has given heed to the words of my prayer.
 

Leader:  Blessed be God, 
  because God has not rejected my prayer
People:  or removed God’s steadfast love from me. 
  Come let us worship!

All who are able, please stand



INVOCATION                    

LISTENING
We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching

ANTHEM   
Climbin’ Up the Mountain              Spiritual, arr. Patsy Ford Simms  
I’m climbin’ up the mountain, children, gotta reach my heavenly home. I’m 
climbin’ up and workin’ harder. Lord, don’t ever leave me alone. Can’t you see 
I’m tryin’ to make it each day, even though trials pass my way. I’m gonna keep 
on climbin’ up the mountain ‘till I make it on home. Oh, brother won’t you help 
me ‘cause the road is rough. The mountain is steep and the goin’ gets tough. But 
when I see him face to face, I’m gonna shout all over the place. Oh, sister won’t 
you help me to carry the load over the hard and the rocky road? When I arrive 
He’ll wipe my tears away. It’s gonna be a happy day!

The Riverside Rising Voices 
Matthew Hommez, director 
Yuliya Basis, accompanist

WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS      Rev. Kevin Wright & Ms. Celia Lloyd
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                           Rev. Wright
Acts 17:22-31
(page 137 & 138 in the New Testament)

Leader:      The Word of God for the People of God.
People:    Thanks be to God.

BIBLE PRESENTATION                                      Ms. Amanda Meisenheimer 
Ms. Donaphin 

Ms. Patricia Ali
Wrye Bolgatz  •  Ethan Fertil  •  Julian Kashef  • Isabella Amanda Soto 

Miya Santiago-Stra  •  Felicia Simone Blaylock-Shand

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                      Ms. Meisenheimer

All who are able, please stand



All who are able, please stand

EPISTLE LESSON                                       Mr. Wrye Bolgatz
1 Peter 3:13-22 
(page 234 in the New Testament)
Leader:      The Word of God for the People of God.
People:    Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON                                          Ms. Isabella Soto
John 14:15-21 
(page 109 in the New Testament)
Leader:      This is the Gospel of Christ.
People:    Thanks be to God.

HYMN 304
Jesus Loves Me!                                             Jesus Loves Me

SERMON                                                                              Rev. Butler
Never Alone

RESPONDING
We respond to the hearing of God’s word through prayer, offering, passing 

the peace, and monthly communion 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                    Rev. Michael Livingston
Leader:      The Lord be with you.
People:    And with your spirit.
Leader:      Lift up your hearts.
People:    We lift them up unto the Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Pray in the language or version of your heart.   

CHORAL AMEN

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you.  
People:   And also with you.  

INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE           Ms. Peele 
 



All who are able, please stand

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
All Things Bright and Beautiful                      John Rutter
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise 
and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. Each little flower that opens, 
each little bird that sings, God made their glowing colors, God made their tiny 
wings. The purple-headed mountain, the river running by, the sunset and the 
morning, that brightens up the sky. The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant 
summer sun, the ripe fruits in the garden - God made them every one. God 
gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell how great is God Almighty, 
who has made all things well.

AT THE PRESENTATION: THE DOXOLOGY 
The congregation rises row by row as ushers pass to symbolize offering of our whole selves to God

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & DEDICATION       Ms. Peele

SENDING
We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP    Rev. Butler

BENEDICTION     Rev. Butler

RECESSIONAL HYMN
God Our Author and Creatori                     Holy Manna
God our Author and Creator, in whose life we find our own, Make our daily 
witness greater by our lives make your love known. Help us show how love 
embraces those whom fear and greed downtrod; In all yearning hearts and 
faces let us see a child of God.
Like those first apostles, Savior, give us strength to love and serve: When our 
fainting spirits waver, fire our hearts and steel our nerve. Teach us wisdom and 
compassion: bid our restless thoughts be still; By your guidance help us fashion 
lives conformed unto your will.
Keep us faithful, Holy Spirit, help us bear the message true, That at last all 
lands may hear it: “God is love; Christ died for you.” Join our lives in mighty 
chorus ‘til we come from every place, With all those who went before us, to the 
fullness of God’s grace.



Life of our Community

For announcements of programs and events in the church, please pick up 
the Life of Our Community bulletin located in the back of the pew or outside the 
Welcome Center.  Or visit our website www.trcnyc.org.

POSTLUDE    
Toccata Giocosa                                                                                 Ian Hunt

 
 
Special thanks to our congregational leaders:  
Wrye Bolgat and Isabella Soto.

Liturgical Resources for Today: 
i From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright ©1995 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for this one-time use.
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Twitter: @RiversideNYC  •  Instagram: @RiversideNYC  •  Facebook: facebook.com/RiversideNY    

Web: trcnyc.org

Talk With the Preacher
Entries from Pastor Amy’s blog, talkwiththepreacher.org, are printed  

and available in the Welcome Center/Gift Shop.

Pastor Amy is available for conversations with members by appointment.

Please email srminister@trcnyc.org or call 212-870-6775 to arrange an appointment.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
parkiNg - 5/21/2017 

Parking is available in the garage below the building. Present this bulletin to the 
attendant before 6:00 p.m. for a reduced rate of $4.00 cash or $5.00 credit card. 


